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ALGERTA 


FIGURES SHOW NEED FOR FARM MARKETING, PRODUCTIVITY GAINS 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 16 May 84 p 7 


_Text | STATISTIQUES magazine, published quarterly by the National 
Statistics Office (ONS) carries in its latest issue a study on 
trends in Algerian agriculture from 1967 to 1982. 


The study consists of two parts, the first describing the features 
of the nation's agriculture over that period, and the second citing 
development activities in this sector. 


The first attempt to get this sector back on its feet, the review 
says in the second part of its study, came in the first 3-year plan 
(1976-1979), but it was not until the two 4-year plans that agri- 
culture was given some orientation and some specific goals to aim 
at. 


First on the agenda was to provide the sector with a distribution 
and assistance system that could make available to producers all 
the requisite factors for production and marketing. 


While giving top priority to environmental services at the expense 
of production structures, the plans made the farms welfare clients 
who were constantly called upon to adapt to the new structures pro- 
vided them. 


At the same time, agriculture was assigned two principal targets: 
to meet the nation's food requirements and improve the level of 
living conditions for farmers. To this end, structural changes 
accompanied implementation of legislation entailing an agricul- 
tural revolution whose aim was to achieve a fair distribution of 
agricultural riches and to eliminate disparities in the rural world 
in general and in the farm world in particular. 


This measure, which was part of the overall socialist dynamics, 
made it possible initially to establish 6,000 Agrarian Revolution 
Cooperatives (CAPRA) on close to 1.1 million hectares of arable 
farmland (SAU), distributed in two phases. In parallel with this, 
reorganization of the support structures was embodied in the crea- 
tion of Communal Multi-Service Agricultural Cooperatives (CAPCS) at 
the commune level. 














Tools for Production 


Similarly, joint operation farm cooperatives (CAECs), pre-coop 
reclamation and improvement groups (GPMVs) were set up, as well as 
pastoral cattle-raising cooperatives (CEPRAs) were established to 
provide help and advice for close to 100,000 people eligible for it. 


However, the faulty implementation of the laws, the sometimes ina- 
dequate handling of land redistribution (the nationalized estates 
were allowed to choose the portions they would retain), the inade-~ 
quate attention devoted to consciousness-raising and extension 
work, the nugatory advances against earnings allowed new owners, 
all together generated a feeling of frustration among the coop 
members, and this in turn gave rise to withdrawal from coops and 
sometimes even to abandonment of the nationalized productive capi- 
tal. 


As for the worker-managed sector, it underwent no significant 
changes during the 1967-1978 period. The 2,080 farms that made it 
up experienced chronic deficits, what with a harsh and unforgiving 
environment and no extension support whatever. 


The sector was restructured in 1980, which made room for creation 
of 3,200 units in place of 2,080, to which were assigned close to 
2,000 engineers, 4,500 accountants, and 190 mechanics. Similarly, 
plans called for delivery of production machinery, and for parti- 
Cipation by unit workers in production planning. 


The private sector, traditionally known for heterogeneous farms, 
many of them parcelled out into tiny plots, was divided into three 
classes: family subsistence farms, whose crops were mainly des- 
tined for the family table, family-operated truck farms producing 
a salable surplus, and modern large-scale operations making use of 
up-to-date techniques and plowing a portion of their earnings back 
into investments. 


With the help of the agrarian revolution, this sector benefited by 
the establishment of 4,000 groupings, covering about 16,000 farmers. 
Until 1979, however, they lacked technical, financial, and equip- 
ment backing, which limited the growth of these family operations. 


Elsewhere, action on environmental structures was undertaken. 


The marketing offices were set up in 1969 to insure growers a mini- 
mum guaranteed price for their output. By offering low prices for 
farm products, the interests of these offices were often in conflict 
with those of the growers. Furthermore, thanks to the generous 
funding made available to these office, which enabled them to step 
up their activities, they were gradually side-tracked from their 
initial purpose, which was to support and encourage farm production. 


Starting in 1980, these offices were restructured on a regional ba- 
sis, primarily so they could play a greater role in farm production. 














Furthermore, 11 development institutes centering on livestock and 
crop production were established between 19609 and 1975. Their 
inefficiency led to the establishment in 1979-1983 of pilot farms 
scattered all over the country with a view to bringing the grower 
into contact with technical expertise. 


Over that same period (1979-1983) the Agricultural Bank for Rural 
Development was set up so as ta get work going on production tar- 
gets. 


As for cattle-raising, the High Commission for the Steppe was set 
up in 1981 tc coordinate efforts aimed at reordering seasonal cat- 
tle migration and improving the herds. 


As for advisory cadres, the number of special establishments rose 
from 26 in 1977 to 48 in 1978, and to nearly 50 in 1982, which 
made it possible that year to train 1,610 engineers, 2,320 tech- 
nicians, and 16,000 laborers. 


These technicians -- 90 percent of them -=- were assigned to the 
environmental structures between 19657 and 1978. Thanks to re- 
structuring (1975-1983) larger numbers of these people have been 
transferred to the productive sector. 


The Emergence of the Guaranteed Minimum Farm Wage 


At the social level, the wage gap between farmers and workers in 
other sectors was, until 1974-1975, the prime factor in a growing 
distaste for farm work. 


Beginning in 1976, the Guaranteed Minimum Farm Wage was greatly 
increased, rising to 41.92 dinar per day, as compared with 28 DA 
in 1978 and 12.25 DA in 74-75. Other measures followed to improve 
social services (family allotments, old-age pensions). 


In the realm of finance, the farm sector got relatively little 
investment (10 percent of total investment in 1967-68, mainly in 
the form of payment credits. 


Starting in 1978, the idea has been less to increase the volume 





of investments than to channel them to where they will do most good. 


Loan approvals, however, are still running at low levels of around 
50 peres nt, particularly at the short-term loan level; this can 
be partially attributed to restructuring which nas slowed imple- 
mentation of some programs to a degree. 


So it is that, with a total appropriation on the order of 22 bil- 
lion DA for the 79-82 period, payments from it came to 8.7 billion 
dinar, with the unused balance standing at 37 billion DA. 











The major shortfall lies in the inadequacy of performance capacity, 
the delays due to the current reorganization of programs in the 
agriculture sector, and the lack of sufficient planning and prepa- 
‘ation for projects. 


The private sector, which got only insignificant credit during the 
second 4-year plan, began receiving major loans in 1980 for the 
purchase of farming and irrigation equipment as well as for invest- 
ment in livestock. At this level, too the rate of return is still 
quite low (33 percent in 1979-1951). 


As for repayable loans, beginning in 1978, the private sector got 
loans above’ the general ceiling, but determined by reference to 

the enhanced technical standards applied to the Agrarian Revolu- 

tion sector. 


Meanwhile, despite considerable effort, there are not many such 
loans, and those there are benefit only a small number of farmers. 


Farm marketing and distribution have undergone sweeping changes 
since 1968, based on the worker-managed sector. 


The marketing offices and farm prices set by decree were designed 


to insure farmers a certain minimum income. However, the wholly 
commercial nature of these structures and their centralization -- 
absent any participation by the producers -- played a continuous 


role in production by urging the worker-managers to push for a 
guaranteed wage, or de facto wage-earner status. 


The CAPCS, by sticking to the decreed price system, were not making 
the farmers at all happy. 


While the CAPCS brought the private sector into the marketing sys- 
tem, mainly through shipments, the system was subject to middlemen 
who would promise the private growers prices considerably higher 
than those prevailing in the official system. 


In this way the 1979-1983 period was remarkable for the develop- 
ment of deregulated marketing and restoration of a degree of auto- 
nomy to the worker-managed sector leading to restructuring. 


This flexibility in the marketing circuits made the sector some- 
what more stable, although there was no major change in its produc- 
tion. 


The development of contractual relations between producers and the 
marketing structures soon became a necessity so as to insure market 
stability on the basis of fair prices. Furthermore, the only way 
to cut out the middlemen was to provide reliable circuits and ade- 
quate storage infrastructures. 


6182 


CSO: 4519/172 























KUWAIT 


FINANCIAL VIOLATIONS BLAMED ON POOR OVERSIGHT 
Kuwait AL-TALI'AH in Arabic No 838, 18 Apr 84 p 26 


[Article by Dr Ahmad al-Baghdadi: "National Assembly's Poor Oversight Role 
vis-a-vis Financial Violations and Excesses by Some Official Organizations"] 


[Text] When the European peoples established the principle of the nation's 
sovereignty as a legal reality, with the subsequent establishment of the 
elected parliamentary agency which embodies this principle, those peoples 
did not do so for fun and games or just for the sake of boasting. They 
established the principle so that the parlimentary agency may represent the 
nation, protec: its interests, enhance its rights, watch over the executive 
agency with all its officials and all its organizations, bring them to 
account for any financial]. violations or administrative corruption and to 
apply to them the penal code because they handle the nation's monies. The 
elected assembly is supposed to protect this money from all forms of graft 
and manipulation. 


If the parliamentary assembly can be an effective instrument of oversight 
that questions, brings to account and punishes, then the officials in all the 
official organizations, both big and small, will take this fact into their 
consideration when submitting their final accounts for the annual approval 

of their budgets by the National Assembly. But if the officials become 
certaiz that the assembly members are not up to the level of the required 
capabii‘ty ard concern for the nation's interest, if it becomes implanted in 
the officials' mind that they will not be brought to account or punished and 
that even if they are brought to account, they will face no more than censure 
or rebuke should their financial violations and excesses be discovered 
[sentence incomplete]. It was said in old times that "he who is safe from 
punishment will misbehave." 


This fact emerges brighly in the report submitted by the Accounting Bureau 

to the National Assembly members. What do we find in this important financial 
report on the financial excesses and violations in the 1982-83 budgets of 

some of the official organizations? 


The report deals with the budgets of four organizations, namely: Kuwaiti 
Airways, al-Shu'aybah General Administration, the Insurance Organization and 

















the Public Ports Organization. A common factor combines these four organiza- 
tions, namely, poor financial control over their accounts, even though Kuwaiti 
Airways gets the lion's share in this regard. 


These financial violations and excesses in Kuwaiti Airways are noted briefly 
by the financial report. Only God and those in contact [with Kuwaiti Airways] 
know if there are other excesses. Let us examine these financial excesses 
which filled nearly five columns of Tuesday's, 3 April 1984, edition of 
AL-SIYASAH. It is evident to us that the organization and those managing 

it have failed throughout the 30 years of the organization's life to control 
matters both financially and administratively. This is proven by the fact that 
some of the actions in which the managers have engaged come within the frame- 
work of personal disposition, such as house rent and maintenance [allowances], 
allowing illegal discounts and so forth. Is it reasonable that a manager 
would commit such violations when knowing that he would be brought to account 
for them? 


Some people will claim that such excesses occur in all organizations and that 
we are not unaware of the financial excesses and violations committed at 
British Airways nearly a year ago--excesses and violations amounting to 
millions of pounds. But the British organization did acknowledge the 
violations, it was investigated and the culprits were undoubtedly punished. 

It is not like our situation where there is no accounting and no punishment. 
Therefore, the officials in the state organizations should not be blamed if 
they commit such violations because no official in any part of the world has 
a conscience and the only thing that deters the official is law and a punish- 
ment that makes him a lesson for others. Considering that these violations 
and misappropriations in Kuwaiti Airways have come up before the National 
Assembly members and that the assembly has done nothing to bring to account or 
to punish those responsible, then one cannot but wonder, with regret, about 
the weakness and feebleness, not to say corruption, of the political oversight 
of the National Assembly which is showing no concern whatsoever for public 
monies and which is content with hollow shouts on the need for rationalization. 
How can an assembly incapable of bringing to account some minor officials 
bring to account ministers? It is no surprise that the scandals of forgeries, 
graft and administrative laxity surface from time to time. 


The corrupt political oversight of the National Assembly and the inability of 
the assembly members to bring officials to account will lead to more such 
violations and to continued financial drain in the budgets of the official 
organizations at a time when ignorant voices rise with the call for exhausting 
whatever remains of the oil wealth to cover the financial deficit in the 
national income. These voices are trying to cover up the mistakes of the 
official organizations and state agencies instead of exerting serious and 
sincere efforts to stiffen financial control and to mete out punishment to 
whomever allows himself to commit financial violations through the use of 

his powers in a manner that serves his interests alone. 








How long will this weakness and feebleness in the National Assembly's oversight 
over the activities of the executive authority and its agencies continue? 

This is a question seeking an answer. Will the next assembly be more capable 
or will it be an extension of the current assembly? 
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KUWAIT 


BUREAUCRATIC MISMANAGEMENT LEADS TO CORRUPTION 
Kuwait AL-TALI'AH in Arabic No 838, 18 Apr 84 pp 10-11 
[Article: "Let Us Tackle Roots of Corruption, Not Just Its Consequences"] 


[Text] The country's courts are examining numerous cases connected with graft, 
forgery and counterfeiting and involving a large number of defendants. 


That the price of a permit for a visit reaches 500 Kuwaiti dinars no less, 
that a visa costs 1,000 dinars, that money is able to reduce the time and 
effort needed to complete some procedure, that some resort to forgery and 
counterfeiting in order to enter the country, that some women are permissive 
in what may wound their honor and that an old man has to resort to begging and 
imploring in order not to stand in line for long hours--all these and numerous 
other similar incidents are the symptoms of a serious malady from which the 
state's institutions and administration suffer. 


One cannot but feel happy when hearing about some firm measures taken to 
tackle corruption and its symbols. It is very essential to bring corruption 
and corrupters to account. Indeed, strictness and firmness are supposed to 
be the essence of the policy followed in dealing with those who exploit 
people's needs to achieve their own private ends. But is corruption, which 
is a devilish seed, connected with men's temperament and psychological makeup 
and with the conduct and behavior with which they have grown and which is 
implanted in their souls? These factors might be real and serious reasons 
but they certainly are not all the reasons. 


There is a more important and fundamental reason that requires greater efforts 
and firmness to be dealt with. This reason is the nature of the administration 
itself. 


When bureaucracy and red tape become widespread, then the individual in charge 
of this or that agency, department or branch can control the interests of 
people without any watchdog controlling or bringing such individual to account. 
Such an individual finds in the department in which he works that which 
encourages him to persist in his overweening behavior and which transforms his 
disposition into the yardstick by which a public service is rendered or 
withheld and by what degree of effort the service is performed. 








This situation under which the state's departments live is what has led and 
what will always lead to the dissemination of corruption, graft and favoritism, 
with these practices turning into the only avenues to which people can resort 
to have their business taken care of or to get what they need. 


If money can relieve the citizen of the enormous effort he needs to exert to 
have an official business transaction taken care of, then there is nothing 
wrong with this. A popular proverb says "demean your money rather than 
yourself" and another proverb says "what drives you to the bitter is what is 
more bitter." 


Mismanagement is what compels people to look for acquaintances or relatives 
[for favors] or to appeal to whomever they can appeal to, pretending to be 
weak and powerless before such an individual to please his vanity and make 
him feel important. If this approach achieves your objective, then why 
shouldn't you use it! 


The danger emerges and intensifies when such maladies spread and become an 
ordinary form of behavior in society. It then becomes very difficult to 
control and wipe out such maladies. Therefore, while graft takers and corrupt 
people are dealt with firmly, the attention must be focused on curing the 
administration itself and great efforts must be exerted to develop and modern- 
ize it in a manner that eliminates bureaucracy and red tape. It is then that 
we will find no corruption, graft takers or favoritism. The tendency must 

be that of dealing with the roots of this climate and not just dealing with 
the diseases and maladies. 
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KUWAIT 


GAPS IN SPENDING POLICY UNDERLINED 
Kuwait AL-TALI'AH in Arabic No 838, 18 Apr 84 pp 18-20 
[Article: "State Responds to Spending: Partial, Temporary Approaches" ] 


[Text] Last week, the Council of Ministers approved the Ministerial Financia? 
and Economic Committee's recommendations for revitalizing the national 
economy. The recommendations came after continuous efforts and ceaseless work 
to establish bases and tendencies that lead to overcoming the state of economic 
recession from which the country is suffering. The efforts began with the 
memoranda submitted by the institutions connected with the economic situation 
and with the symposiums organized by the scientific and educational insti- 
tutions as a contribution on their part in projecting formulas capable of 
overcoming the state of recession and of boosting the economy and they ended 
with official statements, with each official making his statement from his 
position and out of his eagerness to restore normalcy to the economic life. 


If increased government "spending" represents the common denominator in all 
these memoranda, symposiums and statements which, to start with, is the 
fundamental characteristic for change in the structure of the Kuwaiti economy, 
then all the solutions projected are inseparable and revolve in the sphere of 
this spending, i.e. in the sphere of how to finance this spending and whether 
it should be financed through increased oil production, through levying new 
fees and taxes on the citizens or through other policies, such as the policy 
of borrowing from the local market (private sector). 


If the initial view of spending is embodied in this manner, the second view 
which many hold regarding this spending is clearly focused and has taken 
evident dimensions. Evident competition has emerged between the channels into 
which this spending has to flow. As a result of the interest in and emphasis 
on giving the building and construction sector priority in dealing with the 
economic recession, some have begun to look at the commerce sector with a 
long-range view and have begun to attach to this sector top importance in 

any approach seeking to overcome the difficulties, whereas others have con- 
tinued to underline the importance of the financial sector and banking faci- 
lities and to call for establishing new controls and legislation that guarantee 
development of economic life. Other parties have focused on the real estate 
sector, with the industrial sector holding a low position [of priority]. 
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Generally, we have always coupled the phenomenon of varied views in determining 
on which of the economic sectors emphasis can be put with the need not to 
neglect the other economic sectors, especially when we learn that the concern 
of all the various parties is to see spending channeled toward overcoming 

the weaknesses, meaning that this spending must perform its sound role in 
achieving a balanced development that includes all junctures of the economy, 
not vice versa. 


The process of channeling spending must itself be coupled with a policy that 
takes into consideration the future and what impact this spending may have not 
just in the immediate future but also in the distant future. This is what 
motivates us, when dealing with any recommendations to revitalize the national 
economy, to take into consideration the extent of the compatibility of such 
recommendations with the comprehensive and futuristic view concerning the 
development of economic life and raising the standard of living. In this 
light, we may ask: Can the recommendations projected contribute to marching 
along this line and to what degree can they do so? 


Who Is Beneficiary 


The recommendations approved by the Ministerial Financial and Economic 
Committee for revitalization of economic life give the impression that from 
the outset the committee has been eager to reconcile the interests of the 
various groups, including merchants, contractors and real estate people, 
considering that the committee has not underlined government spending directly 
and has not set the dimensions of this spending in each sector. However, 

even within the same sector, the committee has been eager to see that the 
benefits of spending are spread among the largest number of merchants and 
contractors with their various positions in the business ladder, regardless 

of what dangers this policy may produce to the citizens utilizing the 
activities of these groups. In the commerce sector, for example, the pro- 
jected recommendations represent no more than the minimum on which the interests 
of all the country's merchants agree. Moreover, these recommendations con- 
stitute [nothing more than] a superficial axis because abolition of the 
regulations restricting the re-exportation of goods means no more than 
releasing greater freedom for those merchants with accumulated stocks to 

save themselves by re-exporting their goods if they cannot sell them at a 
monpolistic price in the local market. The recommendations also disregard the 
question of balance between supply and demand. Moreover, simplification of the 
customs procedures does not at all result from reimbursing the customs fees 
for re-exported goods because such reimbursement will not lead to simplifica- 
tion as much as it will lead to complication, especially since numerous 
commercial commodities enter the Kuwaiti market in very large quantities. 

What would the situation be if every merchant wanted to re-export his goods 
and be refunded for the customs fees he pays? As an official of the General 
Customs Department pointed out a few days ago, abolition of the customs tax 
will not contribute to reviving the market, nor will raising the tax rates-- 

a raise demanded by some people on the grounds that others should contribute 
to development--contribute to solving the crisis. 
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According to the abovementioned official, the tax, which amounts to 4 percent, 
is very meager, does not affect the merchant and is of no significance in 
changing the national economy. We say that the call for forming a committee 
to study simplification of customs procedures and to follow up on the issue of 
abolishing taxes constitutes ultimately policies from which some people 
benefit at the expense of others. 


Some Logic! 


As for the issue of confining commercial permits to Kuwaiti citizens, we 
believe that it is an unsuccessful call, especially since the ratio of 
incomers to Kuwaitis is 60 percent to 40 percent. This means that it is 
unreasonable for a small percentage of Kuwaitis to be able to cover the 
country's commercial activity and market needs. Besides, this call does not 
encourage a large number of incoming merchants and other incoming groups to 
invest their monies in the Kuwaiti market. What can be projected in this 
regard is to establish certain requirements for engaging in the profession 
[commerce ]--requirements demanding the availability of resources to engage 
in the business, granting permits according to new conditions and reexamining 
all the permits cue to be renewed, especially since the activity of selling 
commercial permits has become obvious, with some people trading in such 
permits, be they for companies or for grocery shops. 


As for the recommendations dealing with the contracting and construction 
sector, they are compatible with the opinions previously expressed in this 
regard in a memorandum issued by the Chamber of Commerce and Industry. As 
we have noted in our previous articles, the issue is no more than one of 
spreading the benefits. The Kuwaiti contractor cannot be separated from the 
activity of the world market in terms of affecting and being affected by the 
prices of the materials needed to implement local projects, especially since 
the major projects require this contractor to import materials, equipment or 
consultants. All these are inlets through which firms or companies can 
infiltrate to act as middlemen. Moreover, the projects implemented by the 
private sector also need tighter control. The call for relying on national 
firms and local contractors is a positive call but it must be coupled with 
awareness on the part of the planning agencies so that they may be able to 
block the path in the face of all endeavors made by some people to undermine 
the national industries and their role in regulating this sector's activity. 


Excess Real Estate! 


Insofar as the real estate sector is concerned, we notice--even though it 
has become evident recently that numerous housing units remain unleased and 
despite the repeated calls for reexamining the rent law because the wave of 
rent increases has become incompatible with individual income--that the 
recommendations call for refraining from building housing for non-Kuwaiti 
state employees, except through the private sector or through leasing from 
the private sector. This recommendation also is no more than one of the 
manifestations of the exploitation of a broad sector of state employees 
through lease contracts. The contracts concluded by the state with 














state-employed physicians, engineers, teachers, experts and others call for 
providing proper housing. In case the state refrains from providing the 
housing, it is compelled to pay these employees housing allowances as a sub- 
stitute. But the state often disburses minimal housing allowances that 

force the employee receiving them to allocate a part of his monthly income to 
be able to rent proper housing at the expense of his other consumption needs. 
The situation of the teachers working on contract with the Ministry of 
Education is perhaps the best proof of this fact, considering that the housing 
allowance paid them equals no more than one part of the actual rent they pay. 
In case the government leases housing for its employees from the private 
sector, which is what the recommendations urge, then we can conclude that 

the rent allowances paid the employees will not be sufficient to rent the 
housing units available, as we have already noted. This is why the call has 
come urging the government to rent these units for its employees by paying 
great sums to satisfy the ambitions of the real estate developers. The 
government has no other alternative. This is not truly rationalized spending. 


As for the talk about the investment housing units and the :vailability of an 
excess of such units, we do not know the meaning of the word "excess" here. 
Are these units in excess of the need due to the lack of demand for housing 
at convincing and reasonable rents compatible with individual incomes or 

is the excess the result of the unwillingness of the real estate people to 
rent these housing units except to firms or to the government at astronomical 
rates? 





Industrial Margin! 


As for the industrial sector, which enjoys attention in all the developing 
countries, it is noticed that all the recommendations concerning this sector 
have been marginal recommendations divorced from the reality and from the 
characteristics of the national industry and the role it can play in deve- 
loping the national economy and divorced especially from the need to think of 
or to focus on formulating a long-range industrial strategy that seeks to 
achieve integration between the economy's various sectors, to move to the 
conversion industries and to lay down the sound bases for bolstering and 
developing this industry by linking it to the mining industries, especially 
the oil industry. The emphasis in the recommendations on subsidizing and 
protecting the existing industries in the abstract sense of subsidy and 
protection (advancing financial support and promulgating laws) does not serve 
the process of national development. Efforts must be made to set up an 
industry tied to a suitable technology and compatible with the country's 
technological environment--an industry tied to the sound vocational training 
of the national cadres and to successful management. It is important to 
transform these concepts to the field of application, to observe the results 
and to evaluate them. Staying for a long time in the sphere of preparing 
for the formation of committees and for [committee] reports delays the 
transformation in favor of industry, especially since the efforts of such 
committees have become a tune played repeatedly whenever the economic 
conditions deteriorate and these committees are depicted as though they 
possess the magic wand to create the industrial base just by meeting. 
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Shortsightedness and the failure to consider industry as a socio-economic 
process is what has led and what will lead to the failure of all the efforts 
to develop the future prospects of our national industry. 


The recommendations have not neglected the issue of foreign labor and its 
market and its connection with the implementation of projects by examining 

the wages of this labor in a manner that does not affect the cost of the 
implementation of projects. Even though this issue requires extensive detail- 
ing, the crux of the issue must be focused on balancing the projects that have 
to be implemented within a given period with the volume of the labor needed 

to implement them, taking into consideration the question of giving priority 
to Arab labor. 


Generally, all the recommendations already made and the recommendations to 

be made in the future must not swerve from the objective of coordinating 
plans, of developing economic relations and of achieving proper growth rates 
in the national economy in light of international relations and of the most 
rational utilization of national resources. Thus, the government is involved 
not just in spending more but also in supervision and direct intervention 

to find out the nature of the ultimate goals of all the economic projects. 
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LEBANON 


SHI'ITE COUNCIL OFFICIAL DISCUSSES PEACE TALKS 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 25 Apr 84 p 3 


/Interview with Shaykh Muhammad Mahdi Shams-al-Din, deputy chairman of the 
Shi'ite Council; date and place not specified/ 


/Text/ Yesterday at noon, President Hafiz al-Asad received the deputy chairman 
of the Higher Shi'ite Islamic Council, Shaykh Muhammad Mahdi Shams-al-Din. 
According to an official Syrian source, the two men discussed the situation on 
the Lebanese scene and the efforts exerted to achieve national reconciliation 
and form a government of national unity. 


The day before yesterday at the al-Sham Hotel, where he is staying, Shaykh 
Shams-al-Din received the head of the Amal Movement, Nabih Birri. The two 
discussed all the contacts and meetings having to do with dealing with the 
situation in Lebd on. 


Shaykh Shams-al-Din evinced some reservations with regard to some matters. He 
asked Birri to be alert and wished him success in his steps. 


Shaykh Shams-al-Din commented on the reconciliation that took place in the 
Syrian capital between Walid Junblatt and Ibrahim Qulaylat by saying: "This 
is one of the good things that have been achieved, especially since people are 
now beginning the great process of reconciliation that assumes no internal 
disputates will occur." 


/Question/ How do you think the decisions of the Lausanne Conference can be 
executed? 


/Answer/ I did not take part at all in either the Geneva Conference or the 
Lausanne Conference. Therefore, we do not bear the responsibility for Geneva 
or Lausanne. We will observe the results and take the appropriate position, 
according to these results. 

/Question/ Will you take part in the government of national unity? 


/Answer/ We will see...Now we are thinking. 


/Question/ How do you evaluate the recent steps toward the consecration of 
reconciliation? 
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/Answer/ We have always said, on numerous occasions, that one ought not to use 
the style of excessive sectarianism and denominationalism. Nor ought we to 
fall into the Israeli snare. We believe that the question of Israel is basic, 
not the sectarian question. 


Moreover, it was not made clear to us that the discussion of the liberation of 
Lebanon from Israel was one of the matters dealt with at Geneva. According to 
our information, neither was it discussed at the Lausanne Conference. According 
to our knowledge, it was not part of any of the discussions undertaken by the 
Lebanese factions. 


/Question/ Do you have another point of view on the solution? 


/Answer/ I adopt the principle of resistance. I have done so since before 

its declaration on ‘Ashura’ 1404 AH, because we did not announce a new activity. 
Rather, we announced the name of something that already existed. We began our 
resistance in the first month of the occupation. I am referring to civil 
resistance. 


/Question/ What about the fate of the situation in the south? 


/Answer/ We think that the primary goal of any cabinet and government must be 
to liberate the south and the rest of Lebanon's territory from the Israeli 
Qccupation and its effects on the south. 


/Question/ You seem to be pessimistic with regard to the results of the summit 
between President Amin al-Jumayyil and President Hafiz al-Asad. 


/Answer/ We ask God that these results and discussions will lead to what all 
sincere people desire and those resisting Israel want. 


/Question/ Have you not raised many questions concerning the proposed solution? 


/Answer/ The issue of the refugees is sensitive, since there truly is a situa- 
tion of partition in Lebanon. One gets an impression of fear that this situation 
will become permanent, since no consideration has been given to things as they 
are. This silence and the laxness in confronting it mean there is great danger. 


Therefore, one must confront the extant situation with respect to sectarian 
population displacement, sectarian and denominational separation, and any slack- 
ness that could make the situation permanent. At our press conference on 

12 March, we warned that the Lausanne Conference would consecrate the partition 
of Lebanon. Any new government must confront this partition. 


There is also the question of those who have been kidnapped. Thousands of 
persons have been kidnapped, and we must find out if they are alive or dead. 

The question of the kidanpped is a wound in the body politic. We must work to 
see that it is healed, for if this question is left unsolved, blood will continue 
to flow. 
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Sisters come and ask about their husbands. Let us bring them out of their 
tombs. Or let the others tell us where their corpses are or what their fate was. 


As all have said, though the Amal Movement and the socialists may have dozens 

of kidnapped persons, the Lebanese Front has taken thousands from Tall al-Za'tar 
until now. Let them publish lists according to the names, so that the wieves 
will know the fate of their husbands and the orphans will know the fate of their 
fathers. This matter must be resolved. 


In addition, there is the matter of the areas destroyed by the Lebanese Army, 
such as the suburb and Ra's al-Nab', and especially the mountain. These areas 
were destroyed by the Lebanese Army. 


It is necessary for the military officials to rectify the situation of the army. 
Consequently, they must define for us the principle of orders to strike. We 
must know the position of the government on this. Homes were destroyed and 
people were killed by the army. We must know the position of the government on 
this issue. 


We have demanded a halt to the arming of the army and the expenditure of 4 billion 
on reconstruction. We insist that the Lebanese treasury compensate those who 
have suffered loss. 


There is another question having to do with the ceasefire and the separation of 
forces. We ask why the matter of opening the roads of the south has not been 
discussed. What means will the government and the cabinet use to open these 
roads to the people? All of us know what hardships the southerners must face 
to reach their villages in the south. There is economic suffering. Why cannot 
the roads in the south be opened, as were the roads in the suburb and the 
mountain? 
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LEBANON 


CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES SPEAKER INTERVIEWED ON SOUTHERN SITUATION 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 25 Apr 84 p 4 


/Interview with 'Adil 'Usayran, speaker of the Chamber of Deputies, by Muhammad 
Salih; at Sayda', date not sepcified/ 


/Text/ Yesterday, Speaker ‘Adil 'Usayran affirmed that the road of national 
resistance taken by the people of the south was the only way to liberate the 
south. He expected that the Israeli occupation forces would make a partial 
withdrawal to the al-Zahrani region within 2 months, and he called on the 
president of the republic to intervene in order to open up the coast road 
between Beirut and Sz-da'. 


In his remarks to AL-SAFIR, Speaker ‘'Usayran expressed his optimism, saying that 
the Lebanese crisis would be solved soon, once Lebanon and Syria had worked out 
an understanding. He described the situation in the south as very bad, and he 
said that the information that spoke of pumping the water of the Litani to 
Israel via underground pipes built on the al-Khardali bridge was correct. 


Here is the text of the interview conducted with Speaker 'Usayran at his home in 
Sayda': 


/Question/ What ways can be used to liberate the south? 


/Answer/ The way taken by the people of the south by adopting the road of 
national resistance is the only way. In order to liberate the south, we have 

no choice but national resistance, because the Israelis are insisting on staying 
in the region, so that it can be a passageway for them to the other Arab 
countries. In this way, they can take over their lands, valuables, and wealth. 
Therefore, national resistance is our only choice, if we want liberation. 


/Question/ Do you expect a partial Israeli withdrawal? 


/Answer/ In the next 2 months, the Israelis will carry out a partial withdrawal 
to the al-Zahrani River. However, this withdrawal will not really liberate any 
land, since it will be an evacuation from a small section of the land of the 
south. What is required is a complete withdrawal, so that the people of the 
south can live in peace and happiness with each other. If Israel wants to use 
its partial withdrawal to cause a new conflict, then I say to it that there is 
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no enmity between the Muslims and Christians. In particular, no hatred exists 
between the Shi'ites and the Christians. 


/Question/ What projects is Israel preparing for the south and its people? 
/Answer/ The aim of the Israeli projects in the south is to obstruct matters, 
cause disasters and catastrophes, and push people to the point of battling each 
other, until the people will have been rent asunder and it will not be possible 
for them to unite along a common line. 

/Question/ What does Israel want from the south? 


/Answer/ It wants everything. Its ambitions there are historic. 


/Question/ What information do you have about the question of removing the waters 
of the Litani? 





/Answer/ For some time now, the Israelis have been building an underground 
tunnel from Israel to the al-Khardali bridge, where the Litani River flows. 

All they have to do now is open the mouth of the tunnel in order to withdraw 
quantities of the water. They claim that the water of the Litani is being 
wasted in the sea, and that no one is making use of it. They say they need the 
water in order to sweeten their salty water, and that they want to use it to 
irrigate vegetable farms and fruit orchards whose output will be exported to 
Europe. 


/Question/ How do you see the situation in the south under the occupation? 


/Answer/ The situation in the south is very bad, especially from the points of 
view of economics and security. Economically speaking, after closing the coastal 
road, Israel opened the Jazzin-Batir crossing to traffic passing through 
al-Qattarah. This traffic is governed by the mood of Israel's soldiers and 
intelligence service. In order to step up the policy of humiliating the 
southerners, the occupation forces cut telephone communications between the 

south and the capital. This caused the economic situation to deteriorate. The 
farm harvests can neither be distributed nor reach the consumers because the 
roads have been closed. Often, it takes a week to get permission for a truck 

to cross at the Batir gateway. This causes the foodstuffs, fruit, and vegetables 
the vehicle is carrying to rot. As for the tobacco crop, it is still heaped up 
in the houses of its owners. The state has still taken no action to receive it, 
and this has exposed the crop to spoilage and decay. As a result of this situa- 
tion, the losses incurred by the southerners since the closing of the coastal 
road have reached hundreds of millions of pounds. 


As for the security situation, the citizens of the south are worried about their 
fate and that of their families. They are living in a state of fear. They 
spend their black and painful nights waiting for the Israelis to pounce on them 
and lead them away to prisons. The only people left in the villages are the 

old men and the widows. The farmers, workers, agriculturalists, and employees 
take great care before the occupation forces every day. They wait to be 
imprisoned hour after hour. This is not to speak of the assassinations, the 
surrounding of villages, the terrorizing of the people, and the spreading of 
agents everywhere. 
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/Question/ What is your position on the "Army of Southern Lebanon"? 


/Answer/ If the army of Maj Gen Antoine Lahd is the successor to the army of 
Maj Sa'd Haddad, then it will have the same goals and task. If the Israelis 
want it to be an enemy of the country and the people, then our position on this 
phenomenon and on all artificial phenomen is clear. 


/Question/ Have you made contacts regarding the coastal road? 


/Answer/ I contacted President Amin al-Jumayyil and asked him to be concerned 
with this subject for the sake of the Lebanese people and in order to preserve 
this vital artery. So far, we have heard no response to this request. Perhaps 
perdition will freeze over before we do. 


/Question/ What is your comment on the strike by the city of Sayda' against 
the occupation and its agents? Are you meeting with the noted figures of the 
city and the south? 


/Answer/ The city of Sayda' and its leading figures did well to carry out their 
strike. They let the Zionists know that there is no place for them and their 
agents in this country. As for meetings, I am meeting with the Amal Movement 

and all the bodies and leading figures working to smash and resist the occupation. 
When it is necessary to have a meeting, I do not hesitate to meet with everyone 
having a sound opinion. 


/Question/ What point has the Lebanese crisis reached, and how can it be 
solved, now that President Amin al-Jumayyil has met with President Hafiz al-Asad? 


/Answer/ Now some people are trying to form a government of national unity. 
Perhaps we will reach this result before it is too late. Since Syria and 
Lebanon have achieved a mutual understanding and love has taken the place of 
disagreement and enmity, I have great hope that a solution will be found soon 

in Lebanon and that the crisis will be solved as quickly as possible, especially 
since everyone is ready to stop at this point. In addition, the factions have 
grown tired of the humming of bullets, the sound of cannon, carnage, banishment, 
and kidnapping. 
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LEBANON 


SHUF DEPUTY SAYS SYRIA, ISRAEL SHOULD MEET ON CEASE-FIRE 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1437, 18 May 84 pp 20-21 


[Interview with Deputy Fu'ad Tahini, representative from the Shuf, by 
Amin al-Siba'i: "The Government of Lausanne Notables Is Not a Government 
of National Unity"; date and place not specified] 


[Text] Through the formation of the government of salvation and the 
initiation of its rule, the constitutional exercise of ruling power has 
returned to its correct democratic foundations. Some anticipate a short 
life for the experiment. They believe there will be a temporary period 

of tranquility that will disappear when the circumstances of "mutual under- 
standing and truce"’ do. Nevertheless, the government's experience remains 
evidence of the soundness of the democratic system, which can stand fast 

in front of the defiant sectarian currents that are trying to replace it. 


The return of the leaders to power in formula for national understanding 
representing all the currents returns vitality to the parliament's role 

as a representative of the Lebanese people, despite the continuing attempts 
to undermine that role. 


Deputy Fu'ad Tahini, the representative of the Shuf region, talked with 
Minister Walid Junblatt in a meeting that took place in the home of Lebanon's 
ambassador in Paris. They discussed the foundations on which the process 

of forming the government was based, as well as the role to be played by 

the Chamber of Deputies in supporting the legitimate authorities in the 
current stage and the modality of establishing a productive balance between 
the constitutional powers within the framework of the equation of political 
loyalty and opposition, which is based on dialogue and has nothing to do 

with destructive military struggle. 


In his interview with AL-HAWADITH, which preceded the sessions at which 
the ministerial declaration was discussed, Deputy Tahini made some 
parliamentary comments on the ministerial experiment and the future of 
the extant situation in Lebanon. 


[Question] Deputy Tahani began the interview by talking about the 
government. He said: 
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[Answer] This government cannot be a government of change or one that will 
lay the foundations for the future structure of Lebanon. If it were such 

a government, then the problem of Lebanon would have been solved at Lausanne, 
because most of the ministers appointed to the current government were at 

the Lausanne meeting. They did not reach any solution concerning the future 
political structure there. Neither is it a national unity government, 

since it does not represent all the Lebinese factions. The proof of this 

is that opposition to it has begun to ¢« 1erge from numerous quarters. Those 
in opposition include Speaker Kamil al-As'ad and former Prime Minister Sa'ib 
Salam. 


This does not mean it is necessary to take a negative stand on the current 
government. Before one works out the future political structure of 
Lebanon, it is necessary to achieve a cease-fire and a truce, even if it 
is only temporary, so that the people can regain their breath and get a 
fix on the ideas being bandied about, in anticipation of the two basic 
stock-takings that will have an effect on the Lebanese problem. I have 

in mind the results of the American and Israeli elections. 


We must not fool ourselves into thinking that this government will bring 
about miracles. If it can achieve a long truce, it will have performed 
its task as well as can be hoped for in the current situation. 


[Question] Some political groups have seen in the government evidence that 
the role of the fighters was taking precedence over that of the Chamber 
of Deputies. Are there signs that the role of the latter is disappearing? 


[Answer] No one can slander or eliminate the Chamber of Deputies or try 

to diminish its role. The last word belongs to the deputies alone. No 
matter what criticisms and stabs are aimed at the parliament, and no matter 
what is said to the effect that it does not represent the mass of the 
people, it becomes clear day after day that the mass of the people place 
great hopes in the Chamber in particular, and not in the chiefs of the 
militias, who quarrel with each other, fight, and destroy. If someone 

tries to eliminate the Chamber of Deputies, he will fall into a great error, 
because most of the deputies are not tied to any foreign current. The 

fact that the elections are a long time off instead of at the gates has 
freed them from every restraint and pressure. They act with complete freedom 
that is unadulterated by any influences from any direction. 


[Question! It would seem a losing bet to wager on a truce to be achieved 
by this government, which does not contain all the leaders of the fighters. 
So it seems to many groups, on the basis of the results of the Lausanne 
conference. 


[Answer] In reality, ruling power on the ground has fallen into the hands 
of the armed factions. However, if the conflicting groups feel that what 

they are aiming for has become difficult to get, then they will eventually 
have to recognize the role of the parliament and let everyone return to it. 


RR 














Why doesn't the shooting stop? Why is there no truce, even under this 
government? It is because foreign elements friendly with some Muslim groups 
are trying to keep the situation tense. 


It is no longer a secret to anyone that an open struggle is going on between 
Israel and Syria. If Syria can impose a solution on those who cooperate 
with it, then Israel will try to undermine that solution through those who 
cooperate with it. The opposite is also true. 


If this government is able to establish a cease-fire, there will have to 
be a kind of implicit agreement of interests between Israel and Syria on 
the Lebanese scene. Such a coincidence of interests would necessitate 
giving Lebanon a new truce in this period. 


[Question] As long as we are talking about the Chamber of Deputies, what 
is your opinion of the interest shown by some deputies in submitting a bill 
that would call for filling the seats left vacant by death, as well as 
those that might be added to the current number of deputies by one-time 
appointment? 


[Answer] This subject was raised in Lausanne, but it seems to have been 
set aside. Then some fellow deputies raised it again. There is no doubt 
that such a proposal completely contradicts the constitution, since one 
cannot even compare the situation of the current deputies, who re-elect 
themselves, with the appointment of new deputies. The current deputies 
essentially arose from among the people, who chose them. As for deputies 
who would be appointed by the government or the parliament, they would not 
care about the popular will. This is a theoretical consideration. However, 
we are in an exceptional situation today. The country has been rent asunder, 
while the Lebanese factions are struggling on the ground. The national 
interest, which demands that the country be reunified, compels us to gather 
all those who represent the fighters into one place. They must be given 
free rein to talk to each other, so as to prevent the armed dialogue from 
continuing. 


In constitutional and administrative law, there is a principle known as 
the principle of exceptional circumstances. It permits the taking of any 
constitutional decision that will preserve institutions and the unity of 
the country. 


[Question] Who possesses the capability and capacity to choose deputies 

by appointment? Why would one person be chosen and not another? How can 

a person who was not appointed a deputy be convinced to support someone 

who was in a country where the promotion of minor officials arouses political 
and sectarian opposition reactions? 


[Answer] This is where the most important aspects of the problem come out. 
Normally, there are principles that define the bases of the choice in the 
draft law that must be submitted to the Chamber of Deputies by the govern- 
ment. This is because the government may be able to define the bases of 
the choice better than the deputies. 
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[Question] What do you think about the decision to form a commission to 
reform the constitution? It was agreed to in Lausanne in the midst of 
constitutional and legal objections issued by numerous parliamentary 
sources. 


[Answer] It is impossible to give the constitutional commission any 
legal, constitutional, or organizational aspect. This body is merely a 
commission to advise the president of the republic and the government. 
It can offer suggestions to the president and the government. If the 
executive authority adopts them, it will send them to the Chamber of 
Deputies, which still has the last word on this subject. 


There is no place for the debate going on about the constitutionality 
of this commission or the lack thereof. 


[Question] Do not the formation of the government and its cooperation 
with the Chamber of Deputies suffice to fulfill the required constitutional 
texts? 


[Answer] Before we submit political formulas to the Chamber of Deputies 
and before the government adopts them, it is advisable for us to turn such 
delicate matters over to a commission of specialists, so that they can draw 
up a fundamental draft free of drawbacks from the constitutional point of 
view. 


I believe that the commission will be asked to study a new structure for 
Lebanon. It will see if this new structure requires changing the con- 
stitution. It will then suggest to the government that such a change 

be carried out. The government, in turn, will make the suggestion to the 
parliament. 


[Question] As a deputy, do you think Lebanon really needs a new con- 
stitution? 


[Answer] The formula drawn up in 1943 is today the basis of the problem 
from which we are suffering. Some are asking for it to be developed, while 
others are asking for alternate formulas to be drawn up. All think that 
this formula consecrated a partitionist, sectarian state of affairs and 
failed to achieve organic unity among the individual members of society. 
Instead, it created a form of coexistence that failed over time to develop 
in the direction of fusing everyone in a common Lebanese crucible. 


In reality, the compact of 1943 failed to either eliminate the factors 
behind the contradictions or prevent their exploitation. Neither the 
slogan of "No victor, no vanquished" that was coined in 1958 not that 

of ''coexistence" that was coined in 1975 prevented the explosion, because 
a country is not built by mutual deception. 


In my opinion, the basic problem with the formula of 1943 is that it 


did not establish a political system capable of developing by itself over 
time in the direction of creating a national fusion and a state and setting 
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up a country. This formula's inability to develop by itself and its 
rigidity in the fact of the succession and accumulation of events caused 
both in the political system based on it to collapse. 


The Lausanne conference was nothing but a living witness to the competition 
among the sects for the centers of the government. It was as if those 

who met in Lausanne, all of whom called for throwing out the 1943 formula, 
did not realize that focusing on the rights of the sects in order to attain 
an overarching unity was the wrong way to go. The achievement of such 
unity brings us back to the sectarian system we adopted in 1943, which 
collapsed as a result of the events that occurred. 


The essential thing is to set a final limit to the division within the ranks 
of the mass of the people, who are divided into Christian and Muslim com- 
munities, because overarching unity will not built the country. It will 
merely divide the spoils among some feudalists and sectarians at the expense 
of the nation and the people. 


Popular unity is not impossible. It is possible, in light of the experiences 
that have shown just how much the Lebanese cling to their land, despite 
the destruction and expulsion to which they have been exposed. 


[Question] Can the political proposals being discussed today, such as 
secularism, the elimination of political sectarianism, and the establishment 
of a senate, realize the popular unity you are referring to? 


[Answer] Secularism, which necessarily calls for separating religion from 
the state, doubtless forms a fundamental solution to our problem. However, 
it is unfortunately impossible to achieve, because the Muslims would reject 
it out of hand, since it opposes the principles of the Islamic religion. 

The elimination of political sectarianism faces strong Christian opposition 
that demands that it be comprehensive and go beyond the basic framework 

to matters of personal status. The Christians would prefer to live by 
themselves and in isolation, rather than abandon their political rights 

and agree to the elimination of political sectarianism. 


The senate is not the desired solution, either, because it would consecrate 
the sectarian system anew. The country would continue to be exposed to 
sectarian disturbances, if there were a disagreement among the members 

of the senate. The senate would not bring about popular unity, which is 
the only guarantee of the country's stability and continuity. 


[Question] What about the federal plan submitted by former President Camille 
Sham'un and Shaykh Pierre al-Jumayyil to the Lausanne conference? 


[Answer] Federalism, which has been adopted by some states as a way of 
enabling groups with differing ethnic and sectarian backgrounds to live 
together in the same country, is not the desired solution either. This is 
because the situation in Lebanon, from both the sectarian and the ethnic 
points of view, does not resemble that of the countries that have adopted 
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the federalist system and found in it a solution to their problems. In 
Lebanon, the diverse sects are mixed together geographically and demograhi- 
cally, unlike the situation in Switzerland, for example. Given this mixture, 
it is impossible to apply federalism, unless groups are to be expelled from 
some regions to others, as has happened in the regions of the Shuf and 
"Alayah, for example. 


Though it may be possible today in Lebanon to set up a federation and 
establish one canton for the Druze and another for the Maronites, it would 
be difficult to set up a canton for the Shi'is or the Sunnis, for example, 
Since the members of these two sects are geographically scattered. 


I am astonished to see how those who are calling for federalism are ignoring 
Lebanese history itself and going back to the Qa‘im-maqam system that was 
established after the sectarian events. They should recall how this system 
went bakcrupt, and how its bankruptcy led to the events of 1860. That 
system failed to bring the Christians and Druze together in one melting pot. 


The Lebanese problem has consisted and still consists of the fact that each 
sect is trying to establish control over the government. If we adopt the 
federal system, we will have shifted the basic problem, which is now 
present on thelevel of Lebanon as a whole, to the federal regions, since 
each sect will feel that its rights have been trampled upon and seek aid 
from those of its members who are located in the other cantons. 


[Question] What is the answer? 


[Answer] As I have said often before, the solution consists of eliminating 
the sectarian parties. These parties have been and still are the source 

of all the trouble. We must establish our political life on the basis of 
new parties, so that it will not be possible for each sect to monopolize 
its own party. We must create mixed parties whose principles will be based 
on social, economic, and political foundations, and which will aim to 
execute definite programs. 


Under the party system I am suggesting, it would still be possible to 
keep the three top offices in the hands of the largest sects. As it 
developed, this system would cause democracy to be applied properly in 
Lebanon. The powers of officials would be defined and the sects would 
no longer complain about swindling, deprivation, and privileges. The 
programs of the ruling and opposition parties would become the balance 
and the base. The parliamentary system would regain its life and its 
proper development. 
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LEBANON 


POLITICAL TROUBLES OF FORMER PRIME MINISTER AL-WAZZAN DESCRIBED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 378, 19 May 84 p 28 


[Article by Ghassan Bayram: "They Liked al-Wazzan, So They Made Him Prime 
Minister; When His Arm Became Strong, They Tried to Dismiss Him"] 


[Text] At the latest session of the expanded Islamic meeting, a current 
emerged calling for the removal of former Prime Minister Shafiq al-Wazzan 

as a way of punishing him for the positions he took during the second period 
he spent in the government. The leadership of this movement was assumed 

by former Prime Minister Rashid al-Sulk and former Minister Malik Salam. 
Both had opposed from the start the idea of asking former Prime Minister 
al-Wazzan to come to the sessions of this Islamic meeting, which is usually 
held every Wednesday in the Dar al-Fatwa under the leadership of the mufti 
of the republic, Shaykh Hasan Khalid. It is attended by former prime ministers 
and ministers, as well as deputies and some prominent and active Islamic 
leaders. 


The last session was held after the military operation undertaken by the 
armed men of the Progressive Socialist Party in Beirut. The operation led 
to the liquidation of the military wing of the al-Murabitun Movement, 

which is headed by Mr Ibrahim Qulaylat. The basic purpose of the session 
was to work to unify Islamic ranks and to try to establish a unified political 
position for the Sunni Muslims on the various basic issues that have been 
raised on the Lebanese scene. These issues have to do with the existence 
of Lebanon and the role of each faction in its structure in the formulation 
of a domestic or foreign solution to the country's problem. After the 
al-Wazzan government resigned and a new government was formed under the 
eadership of Mr Rashid Karami, it was thought that this formation in itself 
would remove any superficial obstacle preventing former Prime Minister al- 
Wazzan from joining these sessions, since he now had become a former prime 
minister in addition to being one of Beirut's prominent Muslim politicians. 
When the subject was raised, the suggestion was opposed by a faction whose 
most prominent members were Mr Rashid al-Sulh and Mr Malik Salam. Former 
Prime Minister Taqi-al-Din al-Sulh was one of the most prominent figures 
defending the idea of allowing former Prime Minister al-Wazzan join the 
meeting. He and those of like mind opposed the idea of isolating al-Wazzan 
in political and Islamic terms. Al-Sulh said: "I do not see anything 

to keep former Prime Minister al-Wazzan from joining, because the natural 
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thing is for al-Wazzan to join these meetings. He is no different from 
those of us here. What justifies our presence here except the fact that 
we are former prime ministers? Why do you not want al-Wazzan to be one 

of us, unless there are other reasons? If these reasons are personal, let 
me say that we are not concerned here with settling personal scores. If 
they are general political reasons and necessitate the trial of the man, 
then please state them plainly, so that we can all know what they are. 
Rashid al-Sulh and Malik Salam responded by accusing Shafiq al-Wazzan of 
having trampled on the rights of the Muslims and of having made the prime 
ministership into a tool of others, not to mention the fact that he agreed 
to the signing of the 17 May accord. Taqi-al-Din al-Sulh responded by 
saying: "If the question is one of taking stock of the positions of this 
person or that on the rights of the Muslims, then it is necessary for us 
to explain that none of us here has a clear conscience. If we want justice, 
we must recognize that responsibility is collective. If you want to take 
stock, let each one of us do so, bearing his book in his right hand, so 
that we can see if only Shafiq al-Wazzan short-changed the rights of the 
Muslims and the third presidency." 


Former Prime Minister Taqi-al-Din al-Sulh went on to say: "As for the 

17 May accord, I do not think that any of you here initially opposed 
negotiating with Israel in order to reach this agreement. We all know 

the character of the circumstances in which the negotiations on the 
agreement took place, as well as the circumstances that led to its can- 
cellation. None of us should flee from our responsibility, though I am 
the only politician who stood against the negotiations and the agreement." 
One of those present undertook to remind former Prime Minister Rashid 
al-Sulh that he personally had headed one of the parliamentary delegations 
sent by the president of the republic to make tours through the Arab 
countries in order to win Arab backing for the negotiations with Israel 
and explain that the talks were justified by the need to assure the 
evacuation of the Israeli forces from Lebanon. Those present were not 
ignorant of the old personal and political-electoral sensitivities that had 
begun to play their role in this position vis-a-vis former Prime Minister 
al-Wazzan. 


It is said that during an earlier meeting, while Prime Minister al-Wazzan 
was still in office, he made a telephone call to Dar al-Fatwa. He asked 

to be allowed to inform those in attendance of a certain position and to 
confer with them on it. Mr Rashid al-Sulh and Mr Walik Salam insisted it 
was necessary to refuse to respond to al-Wazzan. A debate on the subject 
was aroused. It was decided by the deputy chairman of the Higher Shi'ite 
Islamic Council, Mr Muhammad Mahdi Shams-al-Din, who was present at the 
meeting. He said in a high, excited voice: "What is this I see and hear? 
The prime minister is on the line. He is the representative of the Muslims 
in the government. It is improper and unacceptable to behave in such a 

way and refuse to answer his call. I ask my brother, His Eminence the Mufti 
Khalid, to stand up and personally answer Prime Minister al-Wazzan." 
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In the opinion of informed observers, some prominent Islamic leaders 

are thinking or re-examining their position on continuing to attend these 
meetings if attempts continue to settle personal scores and stir up dis- 
putes that increase the division in Muslim ranks. Such attempts fragment 
Muslim positions and harm efforts to unify Muslim ranks and stands and 
overcome personal considerations. They have a negative influence on the 
attempt to win back Islamic political decision-making power and fortify 
it against any foreign pressures and indicators. 
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LEBANON 


PHALANGE MEETING IN ZAHLAH ISSUES STATEMENT 
Beirut AL-NAHAR in Arabic 1 May 84 p 4 


/Text/ On the occasion of 1 April, the Phalangist region of Zahlah held a 
dinner banquet at 9 pm on Sunday in the Qadiri Hotel. 


The banquet was attended by the deputy governor of the Biqa', Mr Salim Jid'un, 
Bishop Andre Haddad (Greek Catholic), Bishop Ispiridon Khuri (Greek Orthodox), 
Bishop George Iskandar (Maronite), Father Ni'man Awsa, the patriarchal delegate 
for the Syrian Orthodox sect, and representatives of the leading figures in the 
parties, politics, and the economy, as well as representatives of the trade 
unions and businessmen in the city. 


During the banquet, Mr Jean Salamah spoke in the name of the workers and craftsmen 
to thank the Phalange for "its contribution to the strengthening of the position 
of the workrers and the founding of the unions." 


Mr Sami Sham‘un, speaking in the name of the trade unions in the iron and 
mechanical industries and the printing workers, congratulated the workers on 
their holiday. 


The president of the Zahlah Association of Businessmen, Mr George Hariz, gave 
a speech in which he said, "today we are thinking about the labor holiday, the 
holiday of thanksgiving, of the individual and the group, of the worker and the 
employer, who meet on the same march on the same path and, through their 
cooperation, oversee production in order to program fruitful, successful, and 
certain work. 


"The International Day of Labor is a stocktaking that includes in its concept 
any work undertaken, practiced, or attempted by any individual whatsoever by 
the inspiration of his inner being, thereby achieving profit and loss. 


"The noble worker is the leaven of the land, and Lebanon's land is given. On 
his sturdy forearms rests the structure of the nation, and on his brass forehead 
gleams the salvation of Lebanon, for he is the nation’s will and the future. 
Workers build while others raze. They take risks while others gamble. Workers 
work with fire in their abodes while others unleash fire to kill. Lebanon will 
not die, for it is a country of national unity and coexistence. This is the 
day the Lord has made to be the workshop of all Lebanon, for the sake of His 
glory, dignity, people, Gospel, and Qur'an." 











Al-Sayigh 


The speech for the Phalange was made by the head of the Zahlah region, Mr 
Gabriel al-Sayigh. In it he said, "The interest of the Phalange in the workers 
has not been a cheap, ideological bet or part of a race to gain the workers’ 
support. Rather, our interest has arisen from our continuous effort to assure 
social peace, which we belicve to be essential for the happiness, stability, and 
continuity of the nation. 


In our view, the workers are not merely one of the means of production. Rather, 
they possess a dignified humanity that participates worthily and deservingly 
in the formation of society and in outfitting it with men and capabilities. 


He turned to the situation in Zahlah, summing up the party's position on it as 
follows: 


"First of all, given the city's economic role on the plain, there must be more 
studied and organized openness between Zahlah and the plain, in accordance with 
rational principles. These principles should preserve the sanctity of property 
and the dignity of the citizenry, so that the people of Zahlah will be able to 
exploit their land in a natural manner. 


"Secondly, the goal of the Phalange and the Lebanese Forces is total cooperation 
and coordination between the party officials and the leading figures of the city 
of Zahlah, so that every problem will be handled in a spirit of responsibility. 


"As long as we bear some of the responsibility in the city, you have a right to 
demand that we provide more social services, stimulate economic activity, and 
help to organize the city so that it will be able to expand in accordance with 
the methods of modern development. 


"Moreover, we have a right to ask you to see to it that the relationship between 
the people of Zahlah and the Phalange is integral and dominated by cooperation 
and assistance for that which insures the common good. 


"Thirdly, the position of those of us in the Phalange and the Lebanese Forces 
can be summarized as surviving to the best of our ability. We want to live in 
our country as free and independent men who interact with their environment and 
are aware of the policy of the administration of His Excellency the President 
of the Country Shaykh Amin al-Jumayyil. We want to pay attention to housing, 
medical care and food for the workers. We hope that this year will put an end 
to the years of sadness and destruction, that the nightmare of unemployment 
will leave the workers, and that the machines in the factories will run once 
again." 


Finally, Metropolitan Haddad congratulated the workers on their holiday. He 
concentrated on the dignity of labor, no matter what kind it might be, and on 

the need to establish the relations between employers and workers on a foundation 
of mutual respect, for the good of both sides. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


PAKISTANI POLITICAL LEADER ON ‘AFGHANISTAN DAY' 
GF121351 Rawalpindi PAKISTAN TIMES in English 4 May 84 


[Text] Mian Tufail Mohammad, amir of the defunct Jama‘at-Islami Pakistan, has 
called upon his countrymen to observe Friday (4 May) as the “Afghanistan Day." 


In a press statement, Mian Tufail Mohammad said yesterday that the latest bru- 
tal campaigns, launched by Soviet troops in Panjshir Valley, Konarha and vari- 
ous other parts of Afghanistan, has caused utmost concern among Muslims and 
people all the world over who were committed to the principle of self-determin- 
ation of nations. This blatant aggression by a super power against a defence- 
less people was being greatly deplored by all lovers of democracy, he added. 


Appealing to all the people, who believe in national freedom to take immediate 
and effective measures aimed at rescuing the helpless victims of Soviet brutal- 
ity, he pointed out that the present Afghan issue was not just confined to the 
geographical boundaries of a particular country but actually involved the de- 
fence of the high values of life and safeguarding of the integrity and sover- 
eignty of various other states in the region. 


The amir of the defunct Jama'at-i-Islami appealed to the people of Pakistan in 
general and khateebs [religious leaders] of the ummah in particular, to pray 
earnestly at the Juma [Friday] congregations tomorrow for the ultimate triumph 
of the valiant Afghan freedom-fighters who were pitted against heavy odds and 
were bearing the brunt of attacks by the expansionist forces of a superpower 
equipped with the most modern weapons of war. The heroic resistance put up by 
the Mujahidin to uphold the cause of Islam must evoke a positive response from 
their brethren in faith, he said. 


Meanwhile, the Islamic Council has strongly denounced the latest offensive by 
the Soviet occupation forces against the Mujahidin in Afghanistan Panjshir 
Valley. 


A statement issued by the Islamic Council pointed out that the offensive, sup- 
ported by high altitute saturation bombing, large number of missile-armed heli- 
copter gunships, huge arms and other deadly weapons in the Soviet armoury was 
causing widespread death and destruction and misery to the civil population of 
the valley. 


The council called upon the governments and peoples of the world, particularly 
of the Muslim countries, to come to the aid of the brave and courageous Mujahidin 
in their heroic and historic struggle against an oppressive superpower. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


BRIEFS 


MUJAHIDIN RESISTANCE CONTINUES--NEW DELHI,--The Afghan Moslem Mujahideen sta- 
tioned in the Panjshir Valley, in an attack on the joint Soviet and Afghan 
government forces in the "Shasht region" on May 2nd, destroyed over 40 tanks 
and armoured vehicles and several helicopters of the latter. Also tens of 
the joint forces troops were killed or taken captive by the Mujahideen, IRNA 
said Thursday. Passengers coming here from Kabul said heavy fighting was go- 
ing on in the region between the Mujahideen and the joint forces for the cap- 
ture of the "Shasht" region, while Afghan Mujahideen and the joint forces for 
the capture of the "Shasht" region, while Afghan Mujahideen from other prov- 
inces have rushed to the region to assist their fellow combatants, the report 
said. Meanwhile, Afghan students in the Soviet Union who have returned to 
Afghanistan said that due to the heavy losses of the Soviet troops in Afghan- 
istan, the Afghan students there were severely beaten up by the Russians in 
the cities and several instances of severe injuries of these students led to 
their hospitalisation. At present there are over 10,000 Afghan students in 
the Soviet Union, IRNA said. Meanwhile, a report from New Delhi, said mili- 
tary hospitals in Kabul are filled with government troops injured in the 
strategic Panjshir Valley, quoting a recent traveler from Afghanistan. The 
source said he saw dozens of wounded soldiers and officers at Kabul's civil- 
ian Jamhuriat Hospital because the military hospitals were overflowing with 
casualties from the Panjshir. Soviet reinforcements, including paratroopers, 
were pouring into the region daily, he said. Heavy fighting is also reported 
outside tne Panjshir, particularly in adjacent valleys, he said. [Text] [Teh- 
ran TEHRAN TIMES in English 12 May 84 p 1] 


FIERCE FIGHTING IN PANJSHER--TEHRAN--Afghan Moslem Mujahideen have bashed 
Soviet and Afghan government forces at various positions in the strategic 
Panjshir Valley, it was reported by IRNA yesterday. Reliable reports said 
that over 50 Soviet and govemment paratroopers have been shot and killed by 
the Afghan Mujahideen, while landing in a number of villages in the area. 

The Afghan Mujahideen also destroyed a number of armoured vehicles and heavy 
and light artillery of the joint forces in Ghurestan region, the report ad- 
ded. The IRNA report commenting said the Soviets despite their claims to hav- 
ing overrun the valley were not ‘having a picnic’ and were still up against 
severe Mujahideen resistance. A New Delhi dispatch meanwhile said the Afghan 
government claimed its forces killed more than 200 Moslem guerillas in clashes 
in Herat Province near the Iranian border according to a Radio Kabul report. 
The radio, monitored here, said Sunday, "some groups of 215 bandits were 
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liquidated in the districts of Engeel and Nizami Shaheed in Herat Province. 
The Soviet-backed Afghan government brands as "bandits" Moslem guerillas 
fighting to free their homeland from Soviet occupation forces, which entered 
the country in December 1979 and now are estimated to number some 105,000 
troops. The radio did not say when the clashes took place. The radio iden- 
tified some of the guerilla leaders who were killed in the clashes as Noor 
Ahmad Shoriani, Khwaja Sadri, Ghulam Farooq, Ghulam Aga and Ghulam Farook. 
[Text] [Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 15 May 84 p 1] 
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TRAN 


KURDISH LEADER ON RESISTING TRANIAN REGIME 
JN232045 Baghdad INA in Arabic 1605 GMT 23 May 84 


[Text] Paris, 23 May (INA)--Jlal al-Husayni, one of the leaders of the Kurdish 
resistance movement in Iran's Kordestan, has said that the Khomeyni regime has 
sent a large number of Khomeyni guards to Kordestan and that these forces are 
attacking safe villages. He added that before these forces reach the villages 
they begin to shell them with heavy artillery and rocket launchers without dis- 
criminating among the innocent women, children, and old people. 


In a press statement he made to AL-WATAN AL~'ARABI magazine which will be pub- 
lished in this Friday’s issue, Al-Husayni described the Khomeyni regime's prac- 
tices as violating Islamic teachings, and even distorting these teachings. He 
added that democracy is absent and oppression is continuing. He reiterated 
that just as Khomeyni has distorted Islam he also distorted Iran and its people 
as well as all that these people achieved during the past centuries. 


Concerning the war which the Kurdish resistance groups are currently waging 
against the Iranian regime, Al-Husayni said: Our war is a guerrilla war. We 
hit and run. Our organization, like all its sisters, has had and is still hav- 
ing a major role in confronting the Iranian regime's forces and inflicting 
heavy losses on them. The sources of our armaments are the government camps 
that we take into possession. yhat we need most is weapons and ammunition. 
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IRAN 


PAPER THREATENS GULF RULERS: 'OPEN EYES PEFORE IT IS TOO LATE' 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 22 May 84 pp 2, 3 
(Editorial: "Sheikhs and Kings Should Open Eyes Before It Is Too Late"] 


[Text ] ALL OUT and all-round efforts are being made 
to escalate the Iraqi-imposed war, with the sole 
objective of knuckling the Islamic Republic down 
to accepting an imposed peace. 

One can compare today’s situation with that 
prevailing in early 1980, when all types of induce- 
ments were held out to Iraq and encouragement 
given to Saddam to push him into his suicidal move 
against the newly-born Islamic Republic. 

Saddam fell into the trap and crossed the 
international borders, much as puffed up dictators 
throughout the history of the world have done 
and hoped that he could have reached Tehran, if 
not in days, surely in weeks. Today Saddam has 
reached a deadend and there really is no way out 
for him. 

Instead of taking a lesson from the ill-fated 
Saddam, certain Arab rulers are contemplating - 
with prodding by these same powers - ventures 
against the islamic Republic of Iran. 

This time the victims of such misdirected 
and misbegotten policies will be none other than 
the peoples of Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, whose 
rulers are being egged on by the Superpowers. 
These rulers are issuing ill-conceived and presump- 
tuous statements simply to keep their morale up. 

Before going further, we would like to remind 
the world Moslems and particularly the Moslem 
peoples of these countries, whose rulers are about 
toeif -_ they step in the wrong direction - involve 
them in a needless adventure, of the statement 
of the leader of the Islamic Revolution Imam 
Khomeini. He has said that the Moslem people in 
these countries and indeed in any part of the 
world, need harbour no fears from the Islamic 
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Revolution and if any had to fear, it was the 
United States whose very interests in the region 
are at stake. 

We would also like to make it clear that Saudi 
Arabia is for us the holiest of places, because of the 
holy city of Mecca and Moslem brothers all over the 
country. We know that the leaders of the Islamic 
Republic will examine all alternatives fully before 
recourse to any action that will mean engagement 
in a war with that country. It is our very earnest 
hope that this will not happen. 


Earlier the authorities had the very same feel- 
ings about Iraq before the commencement of the 
unfortunate war. But the Islamic Republic was 
compelled to do what was done and is being done 
today to protect its honor and gain redress for its 
wrongs. These are the facts for all the Moslems of 
the world to plainly see. 

It was unfortunate that the Iraqi regime follow- 
ed what its masters asked it todo and now ... - 
others such as the tiny state Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia are following suit. 

The U.S. State Department’s mouthpiece the 
Washington Post in a recent editorial has provoked 
and tried to threaten Iran holding out the spectre 
of a Saudi onslaught with that regime throwing 
in its 150 U.S. supplied warplanes, which were said 
to be in readiness for attacks on Iranian air bases 
and other targets in reply to Iranian attacks on oil 
facilities and other targets of the Saudis. 

The same U.S. daily also said that Saudi 
Arabia and other Persian Gulf States may enter the 
Iran-Iraq war. 

Here we would like to mention that from the 
very first day of the war several countries, parti- 
cularly Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, have been in 
the forefront against Iran, directly or ‘indirectly. 
They have been helping Baghdad financially 
and militarily , while countries like Jordan, Egypt 
and Sudan have been sending out personnel of 
their own to serve the Baghdad regime in its war 
effort against Iran. 

We would like to remind the peoples of this 
region that the revolution of Iran is in their 
interests and the victory of Iran in this war is in 
the greater interests of the Moslems of the world. 
We warn. those who may have thus far been 
engaged in proxy efforts against the Islamic Repub- 
lic, that should they venture into the arena of the 
open battlefields, they will meet with the same 
fate that Saddam has called upon himself. 

These rulers should open their eyes before it 
is too late. 
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PAKISTAN 


IMPACT OF VICE PRESIDENT BUSH'S VISIT EXAMINED 


Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 24 May 84 pp 1l, 27 


[Article in the "Helter-Skelter" column: 


[Text ] 


GIVEN the number of visitors from 
far-off lands who have been honouring 
the country with their presence over 
recent weeks, one would have thought 
that the star of Bethlehem had sudden- 
ly risen over Islamabad. It is possible 
to waste quite a lot of time wondering 
whether it is merely a coincidence 
that they all found it convenient to 
test our traditional hospitality in the 
less than merry months of April and 
May, at a time when the weather is 
gearing up for the. blazing months 
ahead. There are, after all, seasons 
when the atmosphere can be more 
welcoming, replete with mists and 
mellow fruitfulness and an occasional 
whiff of populism in the air. Again, 
perhaps it is the warmth of the recep- 
tions accorded all the honoured 
guests that has sent the temperatures 
soaring. 

To be honest — which, admittedly, 
is not always the best policy under 
certain conditions —, one pities the 
dignitaries somewhat, considering 
what they are put through. Planting 
pine trees in the Shakarparian hills 
might not be a particularly unpleasant 
expeiience, but the obligatory visit 
to a tentage village housing refugees 
from across the north-western border 
could be a trying experience. (It is 
instructive to note that President 
Ceaucescu was denied the pleasure of 
such a visit, even though the official 
document issued upon his departure 
stressed the convergence of views 
between the governments of the 
Socialist Republic of Romania and the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan.) 
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"Gathering Nuts in May"'] 


Myth-shattering 


One has read so much about the 
bravery and patriotism of the refugees 
that one is almost tempted to believe 
the tall tales of derring-do that emanate 
every now and then from invariably 
unidentified “diplomats” in Islamabad 
or “informed sources” in Peshawar. 
Unfortunately, one’s memory serves 
all too often as a myth-shattering 
device. Whenever the scattered civil 
war in Afghanistan is compared with 
Vietnam’s celebrated struggle for inde- 
pendence, one can’t help being remin- 
ded of the fact that Vietnamese 
freedom-fighters never sought refuge 
in a foreign country. They fought and 
defeated the forces of French and US 
imperialism through their persistence 
and the sort of bravery the likes of 
which have rarely been witnessed 
anywhere in the world. Consequently, 
unequivocal support for them from 
all those who truly believed in the 
independence of nations was forth- 
coming. But one finds it hard to 
entertain cimilar emotions about the 
Atghan rebels . . . tor a variety of 
reasons. 

To get back to the other foreign 
guests — the ones who go home after 
spending a few days attending ban- 
quets and citizens’ receptions —, 
it is hard to help feeling that they, 
too, are playing some sort of a role — 
perhaps unbeknowingly — in helping a 
regime that has been confronted 
with problems of legitimacy since 
its very inception find a new raison 
d’etre in the shape of increasing 


international acceptability. Despite the 
fact that the Press was hardly being 
miserly in giving the distinguished 
visitors at least as much coverage 
as they deserved, the Government 
thought it necessary and convenient to 
impose a blanket ban on all domestic 
political news. Even to comment on 
the said ban is considered a sacrilege, 
but one cannot help wondering about 
the reasons behind the decision to 
strike another blow at an already 
muted Press. ) 


Not even a whimper 


It is possible that the imposition 
of the han was intended to impress 
Messrs. Oza! ana Bush by cunveving 
the impression that ‘the country 
lacked voices of dissent. Again, per- 
haps the policy-makers feared that 
the unmentionable alliance — which, 
contrary to expectations, instead of 
breaking up has been increasing its 
strength — was getting too big for its 
boots, too vocal and too vociferous 
in its demands to continue being 
regarded as merely a minor nuisance 
that had to be endured because it 
could not easily be cured. Whatever 
the cause, one can’t. help feeling 
that it’s a bit unfair on Nawabzada 
Nasrullah and his band of -emardee- 
men. One day they were busy passing 
weighty resolutions at their meeting in 
Lahore. The very next, judging by the 
papers, one would have thought thaf* 
they never existed. However, if thé 
Government feels that by retarding the 
freedom of the Press it can wish away 
the menace of an opposition, it is 
seriously mistaken — as it will even- 
tually discover to its dismay. What, 
however, is more painful than the’ 
imposition of the ban is the unques- 
tioning obedience with which it has 
been accepted. Barely a whimper of 
protest has been heard. If the method 
of censorship was meant to expose the 
timidity and tameness of the Press, 
it has certainly succeeded. 


Most important 


By far the most important visitor to 
grace this holy land with his presence 
of late has been the Vice-President of 
the USA. Though not (yet?) a head of 
State, he has a long and distinguished 
career behind him as an important 
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CIA functionary who eventually 
rose to the highest position in the 
Company. Be that as it may, his visit 
is seen — rightly or wrongly — as 
official endorsement by Uncle Sam of 
the Islamabad Government’s policies. 
After all, we haven’t played host to 
anyone of similar calibre since Nixon’s 
trip way back in 1969. (And, if 
memory serves, Habib Jalib made use 
of the opportunity to give vent to 
feelings widely shared by composing a 
poem entitled “Sadar Adamkhor”.) 

Mr. Bush must have had a touching 
reunion with His Excellency Deane 
Hinton, reported also well-connected 
with the Company, who has, of late, 
been touring various parts of the coun- 
try, assuring everyone of the Govern- 
ment’s resolve to revert to civilian rule 
within a year, and been receiving more 
than adequate coverage from an 
unsurprisingly hungry Press. 

The Government, naturally, hopes 
that in his report to the White House 
upon his return to Washington, Mr. 
Bush will not only be able to convince 
President Reagan that the military 
regime in Pakistan is certain to go 
through an electoral process of some 
sort in the near future, but also 
convey the impression that public 
opinion fully backs Government acts 
and omissions. 

‘Reagan, who must have frightfully 
little time for peripheral concerns 
such as Pakistan in an election year, 
is likely to gulp down these images 
with ill-concealed glee and probably 
issue an encouraging statement of 
some sort that will be received in 
disproportionate 
delight. 


Let’s vote in USA 


Given that elections in the USA 
this November are a certainty, and 
since a similar exercise within the 
ideological frontiers that confine us 
seems increasingly unlikely, perhaps it 
wouldn’t be a bad idea if an arrange- 
ment could be arrived at enabling 
registered Pakistani voters to partici- 
pate in the American presidentia! 
polls. After all, the results of that 
election may have a profounder effect 
on our future than they du on the 
United States. Besides, one wouldn’t 
have to bother about weeding out the 
“luchas and lafangas’’, since even 
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criminals are not barred from casting 
their votes in that country. I may, 
of course, be justly accused of trying 
to divert attention from what are 
described as the “real problems’’, 
but, surely, such a pursuit could 
prove more fruitful than wasting 
one’s time gathering nuts in May or 
aimlessly bleating about the Bush. 
— TARANTULA 











PAKISTAN 


MAKRAN SITUATION, BALUCH VIEWS ON ELECTIONS DISCUSSED 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 5 May 84 p 12 
[Aziz Bhatti column "Quetta Diary"] 


[Text] The Muslim League (Pagara group) and Jamaat-e Islami [JI] are 
responsible for starting election activities in Baluchistan. The Muslim League 
has already prepared lists of candidates, and the JI has embarked on this task. 
There is also a dialogue going on between the Muslim League and the JI about an 
"elect:ion alliance," because not a single party in Baluchistan is capable of 
nominating a candidate for every seat. Therefore, on the principle of “lose 
some, win some," the parties sharing similar viewpoints will have to 
compromise, whether these alliances are made publicly or “secretly.” Over the 
past few years, the JI has done considerable “political work" in Baluchistan. 
In the Makran division in particular, it can be viewed as the second largest 
political power. The most popular politician in the Makran division even now 
is Mir Ghaus Bakhsh Bizenjo. Factions of the defunct NAP [National Awami 
Party) now support the defunct PNP [Pakistan National Party]. Besides this, 
the “Zikri sect" supports Bizenjo, and their number is definitely in the 
thousands if not in the hundreds of thousands. JI is the only party that has 
done real practical work against the Zikris in Makran. The Zikris regard JI as 
their number-one enemy. Besides the JI, the Jamiatul Ulema-e Islam and the 
Majlis Tahaffuz Khatm-e Nabuwat are openly demanding that the Zikris, just like 
the Qadianis be declared a non-Muslim minority. In the near future, this 
demand could gain strength on a national level. The people of the Zikri sect 
do not offer namaz; they just invoke God's name. That is why they are known as 
the Zikris. The Zikris call other Muslims the "Namazis" (‘ones who pray'). 
Their places of worship, which look like mosques, do not have a pulpit. On the 
27th of Ramaz, the Zikris hold a big gathering, which is regarded as equal to 
the Haj, at "Koh Murad" near Turbat. In their recitations the Zikris add the 
words “Nur-e Pak" [The Divine Light] after Muhammad. At one time, the Zikris 
ruled over Makran. Their influence was terminated by the Khan of Qalat, Naseer 
Khan the lst. Besides the Makran division, people of the Zikri sect are also 
found in the districts of Khuzdar and Karachi. It was essential to include 
this brief background so that the political situation of Makran will be better 
understood. Makran's importance also lies in the fact that there is a seashore 
in this region that has seven large and small ports. 
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Makran is that part of Baluchistan that has no paved roads or rail lines. Most 
of the people, therefore, travel by air. The PIA's Fokker service operates in 
five locations of Makran district. These airports are in Turbat, Panjgor, 
Gwadar, Pasni and Jiwani. Besides these, an airport is also being built at 
Ormara. A huge portion of the inhabitants of this division of Pakistan has 
moved to the Gulf states for jobs, and they send considerable money from there, 
as a result of which their family members in Makran are financially well off. 
According to one estimate, at least one member of almost every family has gone 
to the Gulf states for employment. Most of the people work in the police or 
the army there. The impact of the 'Sardari', i.e., Chieftain system still 
exists in Makran. Politically, leadership of the Makran division is in the 
hands of those politicians of the Qalat division who suppcrt socialism and 
nationalism. But the fundamental difference between the two divisions is that 
in Qalat, due to the leadership system, socialism and nationalism are in a 
conformist mode, while in Makran, they are in their natural and ideological 
form. There is more political consciousness in Makran, and due to the interest 
in education, after Quetta, the proportion of those reading newspapers, 
Magazines and books exceeds that for all of Baluchistan. As for law and order, 
Makran has been an exemplary region of Baluchistan. For the past few years, 
however, the number of crimes has increased extraordinarily here. In the past, 
whenever a problem of law and order arose in Baluchistan due to the agitation 
and rebelliousness of certain political and tribal elements against the 
regimes, Makran never got involved init. Nevertheless, satisfactory attention 
has not been given to the development of this region. No rail lines or roads 
exist here. The broadcasts of Radio Pakistan also cannot be heard in this 
region. The current regime has established a radio station at Turbat, the 
divisional headquarters of Makran, but its broadcasts cannot be heard farther 
than a few miles. Radio Pakistan can be heard with great difficulty at night, 
but during the day even this much is impossible. Television broadcasts are a 
mere figment of the imagination. 


There was a political movement against the NAP in Makran district. It was led 
by Nawabzada Sheikh Umar, but the stupid rulers crushed this movement. These 
were the rulers who regarded the well-wishers of Pakistan and those who called 
out "long live Pakistan" as no more than flatterers, egoists and stooges; 
although it is a historical fact that Nawabzada Sheikh Umar played an 
unforgettable role in merging the state of Makran into Pakistan. He is the 
elder son of the Nawab of Makran, Mir Bai Khan. In 1958, Nawabzada Sheikh Umar 
played the most vital role in including Gwadar also as a part of Pakistan. He 
has also been a senator and a member of the West Pakistan Assembly. 

Previously, he was elected chairman of the Turbat council in the municipal 
elections. This time, however, he did not participate in the elections. 
Nawabzada Sheikh Umar even now enjoys noteworthy public support in Makran, but 
after being disappointed and despondent due to the wounds inflicted on him by 
the rulers, he has now settled into a retired life. Thus, the enemy of the 
defunct NAP, by not being the greatest political power, has become ineffective. 
As a result of this, the influence of the defunct NAP has increased more than 
ever in this region. Under these circumstances, therefore, the defunct JI has 
resolved to fill this gap, and it is trying to reach every part of Makran. On 
one side, it faces the supporters of the NAP, and on the other side it has to 
confront the Zikris. 
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The impact of socialism and nationalism is quite deep in Makran. The reason 
for this is that no religious organization has worked here as a mission. The 
JI has taken responsibility for this task, too. Recently, the deputy Amir of 
the Jamaat, Maulana Jan Mohammad Abbasi, along with his comrades toured Makran. 
The JI plans to establish a hospital and a library in Turbat. After returning 
from his tour of Makran, the Amir of the Baluchistan JI, Maulana Abdul Hamid 
Mengal, reported that no facilities for the treatment of women are available, 
and the lack of a woman doctor is severely felt. Since there is no college in 
Gwada, most students ended their education after high school. Therefore, the 
establishment of a college is essential. He said that the use of drugs, 
especially heroin, is increasing rapidly in Makran. This habit is spreading 
also among women and children. Crime, too, is increasing. There is an 
increase in the activities of the smugglers, and there are also incidents in 
which people are abducted, and then huge amounts are demanded for their 
release. Such a situation really causes concern, 


The scarcity or shortage of electricity and water is a problem throughout 
Makran. In Turbat, electricity is supplied only in the areas where the 
officers live. There are 12 generators here, but usually only 1 operates, 
while the rest remain closed or are usually out of order. The government 
should pay attention to these problems. 


It is quite an old and interesting argument that the politicians asked the 
governnent to postpone the elections in 1979. When the official circles first 
disclosed this, every politician and political party demanded that the names of 
the politicians who suggested that the elections be postponed should be 
disclosed. The aim of those making such a demand was to convince the people 
that at least they did not give such advice on postponing the elections. 
Probably for the first time, the Federal Advisory Council member from 
Baluchistan has revealed that there was not just one politician who advised the 
government not to hold the elections; rather, with the exception of one, all of 
them did so. As an eyewitness, he discloses that there was a meeting of the 
PNA [Pakistan National Alliance] held in Quetta, in which, besides Nawabzada 
Nasrullah Khan, all other participants expressed the view that it is better to 
postpone the elections. 


Nawabzada Nasrullah was the only one who up to the end remained firm in his 
stand that the elections should be held. But in a democracy, the majority vote 
counts. Nawabzada Nasrullah, therefore, was left alone and helpless. 

According to this eyewitness, who indirectly was performing the duty of being a 
host to the leaders of the PNA, a now-deceased politician was anxious to know 
what was the opinion of the government regarding the postponement of the 
elections. After the secret meeting, the above-mentioned member of the 
Advisory Council fulfilled his duty of informing the government about the stand 
taken by the PNA leaders. He says that when he carried this news to an 
official who is presently a minister in the federal cabinet, after listening to 
it, this individual with extreme sadness said that they (PNA) had killed 
democracy. 
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PAKISTAN 


ZIA SAID DETERMINED TO HOLD NONPARTY ELECTIONS 
East Burnham ARABIA THE ISLAMIC WORLD REVIEW in English May 84 p 18 


[Text] President Zia of Pakistan is determined to hold the forthcoming na- 
tional elections on non-party lines. He believes that to allow political 
parties to participate might be disastrous: it could lead to anarchy, mak- 
ing it inevitable that the army would once again intervene to impose martial 
law. 


Zia also says that if Pakistan's banned political parties continue to oppose 
the proposed no-party poll, he will conduct a referendum on the issue. If 
this produces a vote in favour of party elections, the president says he will 
oblige. 


Why does General Zia insist on an election on non-party lines, while ignor- 
ing the opinion of all political parties? What will he or Pakistan gain from 
implementing this proposal? 


Since the military assumed power seven years ago, Zia has often criticised 
the country's political parties. He has accused them of ignoring the inter- 
ests of the country and playing into the hands of "subversive forces." 


However, the army has also faced difficulty in either defending the country 
from outside threats, or maintaining law and order inside. 


On the other hand, during the last seven years, the president has approached 
almost all political parties for their support. Pakistan's Shura, formed by 
Zia, is composed of politicians who once had allegiance to political parties. 


President Zia's policies have made the military act like a political party, 
representing his notions of Islam, democracy and national stability. 


The president has announced on several occasions that he may be a candidate 
in the elections "if the people wish." In an election organised on a non- 
party basis he stands a better chance of scoring an easy victory. He may de- 
cide to join a political party if elections are held on a party basis. 


In recent months the Jamaat-e-Islami has started fresh efforts to form a uni- 
ted political front to oppose martial law and campaign for the restoration of 
democracy in Pakistan. 








The Jamaat's initiative, based on a "minimum" programme, began at a time when 
the Movement for the Restoration of Democracy was petering out and the mili- 

tary regime was looking more powerful than ever. The initiative was welcomed 
by all the major parties, including the Jamaat-e-ulema-e-Isiam, the Jamiat-e- 
ulema-e-Pakistan, the People's Party, and the Tahrik-e-Isteqlal. 


In the last two months leaders of these parties have held several meetings 

on various aspects of the proposed united front. The Jamaat has insisted that 
unity should centre on the struggle for the restoration of democracy, preser- 
vation of the Islamic character of Pakistan and support for the Afghan jihad. 
There is a strong possibility that a united front could emerge in the near 
future: a spokesman forthe Pecple's Party, the Jamaat-e-Islami and the other 
parties have expressed confidence in each other's sincerity in working out a 
formula to restore democratic rights in Pakistan. 


What has President Zia's reaction been to this new development? He has start- 
ed to reassert that the Afghanistan jihad should be bolstered, although his 
government was engaged throughout 1983 in discussing the possibility of nego- 
tiations with either the Russians or the Babrak Karmal regime to seek a solu- 
tion to the problem. In addition, some of the president's political support- 
ers and sympathisers have accused the political parties, particularly the 
Jamaat, of "betraying the Islamic regime." Moreover, Zia has offered to hold 
negotiations with parties, something which he had hitherto refused. 


Meanwhile, the government has banned all student unions and organisations and 
has plans to declare teachers' associations illegal. It seems the military 
regime wants to disarm and deprive political parties of any support from 
their front organisations. 


On the other hand, it is said that vast areas of arable land in Sind and Pun- 

jab are being distributed to army personnel. Such tactics may strengthen the 

loyalties of the beneficiaries, but they may also create distrust between the 

army and the people. Recently, head-on clashes have occurred between students 
and the military which may endanger the stability and integrity of Pakistan. 


However, it seems that it would become extremely difficult for Zia to ignore 
mass feelings if a united political front could emerge and act effectiveiy. 
If he continues to delay the process of transfer of power he may be inviting 
a popular movement against his regime. 


Muslims inside and outside Pakistan hope that the integrity of the people and 
the army will always be maintained and that no climate favourable to the en- 
emies of Pakistan will be created, so as to avoid any undesirable outcome, 
such as the seccessionist challenge that dismembered the councry in 1971. 
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PAKISTAN 


PDP LEADER INTERVIEWED ON POLITICAL SITUATION, FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
Lahore CHATAN in Urdu 23 Apr 84 pp 6-41 


[Interview with Pakistan Democratic Party (PDP) leader Nawabzada Nusrullah Khan 
by Akhter Kashmiri and Qamarul Haq Qamar: “First Detailed Interview of the 
Nawabzada Since His Release"; date and place not specified] 


[Excerpts] [Question] The martial law regime has released you all of a 
sudden. What do they hope to gain by it? 


[Answer] Only the government knows why it detained me and other political 
leaders in the first place, and why it now wants to release us. But I know 
that putting us into prison has not added to the prestige of the rulers. Now 
that most of the political leaders connected with political agitation, 
including towering personalities like Abdul Wali Khan, Sherbaz Mazari and 
Khawja Khairuddin, have been released, I have been released too. Only the 
regime knows what it hopes to achieve from our detention and release. 


Deplorable 


It is deplorable that not only were the leaders imprisoned without any legal 
basis, but the political leaders of Sind were discriminated against. No doubt 
the leaders from other provinces were taken to distant places where their 
friends and relatives could not visit them (in this way the relatives were 
punished too), but leaders from Sind were taken out of their province. This 
was an additional punishment. ‘The Macch jail in Baluchistan has a bad name. 
The leaders from Sind were kept there. They were given class B first but were 
then transferred to class C. This is discrimination, sir! Then the governor 
of the Frontier Province announced that lawyers would be released to take part 
in the elections of the bar council. Some lawyers from Punjab were released to 
take part in the elections, but the political prisoners of Sind were not given 
this privilege. My own co-worker in the party, Ali Mukhtar Naqvi, was in 
Sakkhar jail with other leaders. He took part in the election and won but was 
not released for this purpose. Nafees Saddiqi was critically ill. He had a 
mental illness. He was taken to the hospital in manacles and chains. In the 
same way, lawyers, intellectuals and venerable political workers were given 
treatment unworthy of a civilized government. It is a fact that no government 
can keep a politician in jail for long. It not only generates discontent in 
the country but leads to criticism abroad. World public opinion turns against 
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such a step. General arrests in Pakistan were criticized by the Amnesty 
International, the BBC, the Voice of America and other world organizations. As 
I said before, these arrests and imprisonments have destroyed, not increased, 
the prestige of the regime. The regime must have heard the uproar against 
their cruelty, so they had to release the politicians, and they will have to 
release those that are left. No government can give permanence to tyranny. 
When the British ruled India they used such tactics against the political 
leaders, but despite their pride and power, they were unable to break the 
spirit of the politicians and had to leave the country crestfallen. They ruled 
the country by force for some time but could not make tyranny permanent. Like 
everything else, tyranny has its limits. 


The Finale 


[Question] I asked about your release specially, because yours and 

Asghar Khan's case is different from that of others. Other politicians are 
arrested and released off and on, but your detention was continuous. It 
appears that the regime wanted to keep you both in jail permanently. Your 
sudden release has come as a surprise and people are making all sorts of 
guesses about it. 


[Answer] For example? 


[Question] For example, they say that the regime wants to erase the impression 
that if the politicians are released they will be able to organize the public 
against it. The government thinks that the politicians can do nothing. They 
have released you in order to challenge you to do your worst. Probably, the 
regime wants to play its final match with you. Since student unions are 
banned, political parties are defunct and political workers are disorganized, 
the government thinks you have become powerless. That is why you have been 
freed. This is the impression many people have about your release. 


[Answer] I think these guesses are baseless. Perhaps the government believes 
this, but it is wrong to think that politicians have lost their strength and 
stamina. Recently, the country saw the memorable campaign of the MRD. Perhaps 
the government has developed some self-confidence and thinks it is very strong 
just because it has faced the MRD. This temporary success has given it a wrong 
impression, if it thinks the politicians can do nothing now. Can the people 
make a compromise with the government after undergoing such untold torture at 
its hands? No sir, that is impossible. The MRD conducted a peerless campaign. 
But it is true that a second campaign after such a spectacular one will take 
time. Before ever campaign, the public has to be prepared and organized. 
People have to regain their strength before they can start a new campaign. The 
MRD campaign was great in every sense of the word, and it took place when it 
was claimed that people would not come out against the regime. Because people 
did not come out in the streets, it was assumed that the regime was very 
popular. What a shame to say that people love an unconstitutional and 
undemocratic regime and are against those who are organizing the democratic 
institutions! The people had already taken part in the great campaign of the 
PNA [Pakistan National Alliance]. They were tired, and it was difficult to 
collect them again for another big campaign. If the regime thinks their 
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silence is a proof of its popularity, it is grossly mistaken. [It was said that 
Ziaul Haq is so popular that people will not come out against him. But people 
did come out and the MRD campaign was a thing to remember. Now it is being 
said that the MRD campaign was limited to Sind, and other provinces were not 
interested. This is completely untrue. No campaign has the same intensity 
everywhere in the country. Its strength and tempo are different in different 
provinces, even in different parts of the same province. First they claimed 
that no campaign against them was possible, now they say the campaign was not 
nationwide. A great campaign has a different mood in every district and every 
village. Look at all the political movements in India or in our own country. 
Look at the campaigns of PNA [Pakistan National Alliance] and Khatm-e Nubuwat 
[*Movement for the Finality of Prophethood']; some provinces were more strongly 
involved in them than others. If young men were killed for PNA and Khatm-e 
Nubuwat in Lahore, this does not mean that young men should have been killed in 
every other city as well. Campaigning depends on the situation in a province 
or city. Sometimes people are arrested. Sometimes tear gas is used against 
them. Sometimes they are shot at. People die when they are shot at, not when 
they are tear-gassed. It is wrong to judge a campaign in this way. What is 
important is whether other provinces sympathized with the movement started in 
the first province. Then there is a difference between MRD's and other 
campaigns in the past. This was the first antigovernment campaign staged 
during the martial law rule. In the past, all the movements for democracy took 
place when there was no martial law. The agitation against Ayub Khan started 
when martial law had been lifted. The antigovernnent campaign was easier at 
that time. The MRD campaign, on the other hand, took place under very 
unfavorable conditions. Political activity was prohibited, there was 
censorship of newspapers, politicians were not allowed to travel from one 
province to another, even from one city to another. It was a crime even to 
publish their names in the newspapers. The media were busy with the character 
assassination of politicians. But the campaign survived despite all these 
obstacles. 


You remember in the campaign of the PNA [Pakistan National Alliance], political 
activity was allowed. It was election time. We started a movement and were 
successful. That was a time of political activity, whereas at the time of the 
MRD campaign there was no freedom of any sort. We could not hold meetings or 
lead processions. The media had been instructed to ignore us, and no news 
about us was to reach the public through them. Despite all this, a successful 
antigovernment campaign shows the unpopularity of the regime. Again, it is 
wrong to say that the movement was limited to Sind. It goes against the facts 
to make such a statement. This campaign was present in Punjab, the Frontier 
Province and Baluchistan. It was a people's campaign and included lawyers, 
intellectuals, religious leaders, students and political workers. It would be 
quite proper to say that it included all classes of the country. This movement 
was unusual because it started even before the leaders had made a declaration. 
The regime arrested thousands of people after the MRD campaign was started. 

The campaign gained strength as the arrests increased. It was unprecedented in 
the history of Pakistan that a campaign started during martial Law rule was a 
success, despite the atmosphere of terror, the confiscation of property, the 
flogging and the long terms of imprisonment! It had never happened before. 

No, sir! 











The ‘Mercenary Prisoners’ 


At the end of the 20th century, in a civilized country linked with the 
civilized world, the people had to go through hell. The jails were 
overcrowded, and people were pushed inside them like cattle. To add insult to 
injury, the rulers claimed that a lawyer was paid 1,500 rupees by the MRD for 
being arrested, a worker 500. 


[Question] Excuse me, but this was said by a member of the MRD, that the party 
was willing to compensate those who were arrested. It was in the newspapers. 


[Answer] It may have been said, but it was not possible, since the MRD had no 
funds. I know it. A similar allegation was made against us during our PNA 
campaign. It was said that we had received millions of dollars from America 
for our movement. I was in detention at the time, but I was informed of 
everything. No worker was given any rewards. I know this personally. 


[Question] You talk about knowing, but you were in detention, and what you 
know came from the press and perhaps the press did not know all the details. 


[Answer] There are other ways of knowing besides the press. Then, my 
relatives were not in detention. They met me and told me all that was 
happening. I think it is a disgrace to accuse a lawyer of going to jail for 
1,500 rupees. 


In other countries, there is an opposition party to balance the government 
party. If the opposition disagrees with the policies of the government, it at 
least has the satisfaction of knowing that if its own programs are better and 
that if it is well organized, it can take power in the country next time. But 
where there is no such hope, all activity comes to an end. Here we have no 
elections at all, and if there are elections, they are not fair. During the 
elections, a political worker's life is in danger. They are imprisoned. Not 
only political workers but their relatives, too, are beset with difficulties. 
That is what happens to anyone who is in opposition in this country, 


The Mentality of Punjab 


Nobody gets a reward for working or making sacrifices in this country. And 
aside from rewards, nobody even gets a word of praise for serving the nation. 
West Pakistan, especially Punjab, has a tendency to bow to any ruler that 
happens to come along. It has done so from the days of the British. That is 
why no political worker gets encouragement here. If the nation does not praise 
and encourage its devoted servants, they naturally become disheartened. Ina 
region where every worker is discouraged and where there is no ideological 
sincerity in the people, workers cannot endure difficulties for long. Still, I 
think the politicians have shown great tenacity of purpose here. 




















The Great Insult 


[Question] Nawab Sahib! You are right in lauding the services of the 
politicians, but they have no political system to offer. They have never been 
able to agree on any point. 


[Answer] Not so. Ayub Khan clamped down dictatorship on us. We struggled 
against him from 1962 until 1969. There is no need to offer an alternative 
political system. We have always said that the questions that are settled 
should not be touched. Every dictator that comes along destroys the 
constitution and then cries for a new system. We say restore the constitution, 
everything else will fall in place automatically. Will we always keep making 
constitutions for the dictators to destroy? We want to stop this game now. 
Constitutions are not made again and again. Making a federal constitution is 
difficult and time-consuming work. Just as it is said “Rome was not built ina 
day. 


For a federal constitution, it is necessary that it be accepted by all 
provinces. When the 1956 constitution was made, we had two units, East and 
West Pakistan. It is lucky that the constitution was passed. The credit goes 
to the late Chaudhri Mohammad Ali, who had fashioned it with great diligence, 
I think the greatest insult you can use for a nation is to call it 
constitutionless. Chaudhri Mohammad Ali gave the country a good constitution. 
But opportunists came and destroyed it and then tried to make a new 
constitution. Now it is being said that elections should be held on a nonparty 
basis. This is nothing new. Ayub Khan, Ghualm Mohammad and Sikandar Mirza 
said the same thing. All those who want controlled democracy want nonparty 
elections. I have said it time and again (and I believe it) that democracy, 
whether parliamentary or presidential, cannot work without political parties. 
There is no example of democracy without party system in the world. 
Unfortunately, all the dictators that come along lengthen their tenure in the 
name of the people, the country and the army. But whatever they say is 
illogical and unreal. The only real and logical thing for them is to keep out 
of politics. Politics should be given over to politicians, who have been 
trained to manage it. 


The Last Constitution 


Then the constitution was written for the last time in 1973. Credit again goes 
to the politicians, especially to the UDF [United Democratic Front] and to the 
parties that comprised the UDF. Those parties struggled for the constitution 
and helped to create it. Now some peonle say that in the ‘73 constitution 
there is no security for the provinces. People of the Frontier Province and 
Baluchistan do not trust it because they say their governments were destroyed 
by the Bhutto regime. But this is a misunderstanding. Their governments had 
been ended before the constitution was formed. The credit goes to the 
politicians of the Frontier and Baluchistan, who, despite their governnents 
being destroyed, forgot old injuries in the wider interests of the country and 
joined in making the constitution. There were many differences between Bhutto 
and the leaders of the Frontier and Baluchistan, but despite it, they signed 
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the constitution. We cannot forget this historical step taken by the late 
Mufti Mahmud and by Wali Khan. 


The 1973 constitution has everything that makes a constitution. It is one 
thing to have a constitution and quite another to follow it. It is the same 
situation as with our Sacred Suuks. If we do not follow the constitution, the 
constitution is not to blame. 


The Sweet Stuffing 


The constitution has Islamic sections. It says that no anti-Koran or 
anti-Sunna law will be made, and a time has been fixed within which Islamic 
laws will replace all un-Islamic laws. If the constitution had not been 
suspended, we would have traveled a long way towards an Islamic system. But 
the constitution has been suspended and all that is left is sloganeering about 
Islam. Nobody is Islamizing the laws. Now we all in general and religious 
circles in particular should think along these lines. But the rulers have 
stuffed the mouths of the religious leaders with sweet-meats, and the doors of 
the mosques have been closed to us. Remember that the party that gave us three 
slogans (Islam is our religion, democracy is our politics and socialism is our 
economics) was, despite all its faults, a democratic party. This party gave us 
a constitution, it called a conference of the Islamic heads of states, it 
called the Imam of Masjid-e Nabvi; it called the Imam of Qaaba to go on a tour 
of this country. Why? Because Bhutto was an intelligent politician and knew 
that people want Islam and democracy and respect religious personalities. 


In the same way, he settled the Qadiani problem. People like J. A. Rahim did 
not like these things, but Bhutto wanted to please the people of his country 
and not the leaders of his own party. Could a dictator have done it? No! 

Only a democratic government can work to fulfill the desires and aspirations of 
the people. The amendment about the Qadianis was unanimous and constitutional. 
Nobody can say now that he does not like the amendment on the Qadianis. I 
wonder how Mr Bizenjo could say such a thing! He was in the NAP [National 
Awami Party] at the time and he signed the constitution and accepted the 
amendment. How can he say he does not accept the amendment? 


Bizenjo Is Not a Muslim 

[Question] Has Mr Bizenjo tried to protect the Qadianis? 

[Answer] Those who know Bazenjo's ideas should not be angry at his words. 
Suppose a Hindu or Sikh said that the Qadiani problem has no importance for 
him, would you be angry with him for saying it? 

[Question] We mentioned his name only because he belongs to MRD. 


[Answer] Anybody can join MRD. 


[Question] Will people think his views to be the views of the MRD? 


51 











[Answer] No! Having Qadianis accepted as Muslims is not included in the 
program of the MRD. Those who know the personal views of Mr Bizenjo are not 
angry at his words, because he is not a Muslim at all. 


[Question] The head of the government you call unconstitutional is always 
talking about Islam, whereas the MRD, in its declaration, calls Pakistan a 
democracy and not an Islamic democracy. Now if MRD comes into power, will its 
government be religious or nonreligious? 


[Answer] There is no question of religious or nonreligious, when in the '73 
constitution there is a guarantee of the protection of Islam. 


[Question] For all the explanations you offer, what interest can the 
Islam-loving people have in the MRD programs? 


[Answer] One of my friends asked this question very vehemently on the occasion 
of the anniversary of Agha Shorish Kashmiri, and said that the name of Islam 
has been removed from the country. This is what I told him! The 1973 
constitution contains everything. That is why we demand its restoration. 


[Question] Well, why have you delivered MRD into the hands of the PPP 
[Pakistan People's Party]? 


[Answer] No, sir! We have not handed MRD over to the PPP. We have only 
agreed with them on important issues. Our aims are the same. Even those who 
were against the union now agree that the main purposes of PPP and MRD are the 
same. I talked to all the parties before forming MRD. I have taken them all 
into my confidence. 


[Question] Did you take Jamaat-e Islami into your confidence too? 
[Answer] Yes, the prominent leaders of the Jamaat were included. 


[Question] It is said that you brought about a dialogue between Farooq Laghari 
and Mian Tufail Mohammad. 


[Answer] Yes, I talked to him and also to the professor [i.e., Prof. Shafuur 
Ahmad of JI]. I had a detailed talk with Noorani Mian, Shah Faridul Haq and 
Maulana Abdus Sattar Niazi. When it came to the greater union, I kept a 
contact with Noorani Mian and also had talks with the NAP and Muslim League. 
In short, we took all friends into our confidence. 


[Question] If you think that the present regime is unconstitutional, why are 
you always asking them to do this and do that? Why do you ask them to take 
action? 


[Answer] What action? They have nothing to show 


[Question] Do you think if the army were to leave you at the point where you 
were having dialogues with the PNA, you would be able to manage the rest? 
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clear, not only America but all Western countries think that Soviet communism 
must. not go any further. Whichever regime is in power here will have to 
possess sufficient strength to block the Soviet advance. We need American aid 
and moral support to stand against the Soviets. Now I say to our government 
that no world power has permanent relations with any other power. We should 
not think that America will always be faithful to us. For example, in Vietnan, 
Diem, the leader, was very thick with America, but a day came when they had to 
sacrifice him, and they did. In Korea, President Syngman Rhee was America's 
chief ally. But they destroyed him when it was in their interest to do so. 
The shah of Iran was America's ally and an advocate of American politics in 
Iran as well as in Asia. But a time came when the shah himself said that 
America would make him the sacrificial goat to be offered to the Khomeyni 
regime to gain the freedum of the American hostages. They have personal 
friendship with no one. If Americans think that an alternative regime will 
serve their interests better, they will not hesitate a moment before changing 
their loyalties. 


Pakistani-Indian Relations 


[Question] India's attitude toward Pakistan is becoming more antagonistic as 
time passes. What do you think is the cause? 


[Answer] As far as world politics is concerned, there are no permanent friends 
or foes. For example, Indira Gandhi had one attitude toward East Pakistan, but 
when the Janta Party came she had quite another attitude. When Afghanistan was 
occupied by the Soviets, Bajpai said that the Durant Line was an international 
boundary. This had never been said before. We should remember, too, that 
India, with all its faults, is a democratic country. Every party and every 
regime that rules there has to remember the 100 million Muslim votes in India. 
They have to consider the pre-Pakistan elements in their country before they 
can take a step against us. Indira Gandhi has a certain mental attitude toward 
us. She separated East Pakistan from us in order to disprove the two-nation 
theory. We can understand her point of view. Still, I think if Pakistan had a 
political and stable government, India would not dare attack us. There is the 
Sikh problem in India, but it will be brought under control, just as the Assam 
problem has been controlled. A democratic government has the stamina to solve 
such problems with patience whereas a dictatorial regime has not. Why does the 
Indian Government not take the extreme step against the Sikhs? Because they 
are taking refuge inside their temples. Despite the charges of murder against 
them, the Sikhs are safe because the government will not send its forces inside 
their holy places. If it did so, it would antagonize the Sikh community as 
well as a part of its armed forces. Who knows what the results would be and 
how the world communities would view it? A democratic government has to be 
very careful of what it does, because it is answerable to the world. Take the 
example of Shastri. He never took a step for which he could not answer to his 
people. On the other hand, Aybu Khan could and did. He stopped the war, 
Signed the Tashkent Treaty. I protested against it, and he put me in prison 
for 3 months. The only solution to our problem is a political government. Now 
forget India and talk about Russia. Russia attacked a small country, Finland 
(it is so small you could hardly spot it on the world map). They did not want 
Soviet rule and fought back and won their freedom. Field Marshall Miettunen is 








still their national hero. Then take Albania. It is as big as one of our 
countries. It was a muslim country, but unfortunately turned communist. It is 
a great enemy of the Soviets. In the same way, there are small countries like 
Cuba and others in Latin America who oppose the United States. Now we are 
being frightened by the bogey of the Soviets. It is said that we cannot 
survive if we fight Russia. But how have Finland and Albania survived after 
fighti.g Russia? How have Cuba and Latin America survived after fighting 
against the United States? We can also survive after fighting against the 
Soviets; 80 million is not a small number. Our people are very patient and 
long-suffering. You can fool them just by talking about Islam. You can never 
find a better nation to lead. 
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[Answer] Listen, sir! When I was under security detention at Murree, Ziaul 
Haq came to meet me and promised me that the future would be decided according 
to the points on which the PNA and PPP had reached agreement. The October 
elections were announced as a result of that promise. If he had kept his 
promise and held the elections, things would have been different today. No 
further agitation would have been necessary. 


[Question] If the MRD mission is successful, will you form an election 
alliance with other parties? 


[Answer] Personally, I would be glad if it happens, but you know an election 
alliance needs great unity of aims and objectives. 


[Question] Suppose the regime agreed to make a compromise with you, what do 
you think would be the process of the transfer of power? They cannot give up 
everything at once. 


[Answer] You mean what will be the interim arrangement? Well, as they say in 
English, we will cross the bridge when we come to it. 


[Question] Have you got a leader whom all the parties will accept as the 
president or prime minister? Will all of the politicians agree on you? 


[Answer] Anybody chosen by democratic method will be accepted by all. 


[Question] Do you think there is any difference between the present time and 
the time of the PPP rule? 


[Answer] Once I said to General Ziaul Haq during a detailed talk that we had 
differences with the PPP and its regional leaders, but there was one thing in 
that regime that is absent in yours. In those days, even a worker could 
approach the chief minister, the commissioner or other officers to talk about 
his difficulties, and nobody dared tell him to get out. People had confidence 
that they could approach the rulers. But now, even the majors are 
unapproachable, let alone the generals. This is because you are not made for 
that purpose. You have not been trained as politicians. I told him that if a 
political worker knocks at my door at midnight, despite my discomfort, I will 
meet him and listen to him. This sense of being able to approach the rulers 
gives strength to the people. It is absent in your rule, I told hin. 


[Question] Under the present circumstances, how can we have improved relations 
with Afghanistan? 


[Answer] When the Soviets attacked Afghanistan, there was great agitation in 
our country. That wave of emotion should have been organized. If the people 
had been allowed to make a show of their feelings by holding processions, the 
whole world would have known what Pakistan thought about it. The Afghans would 
have realized that we were with them in their time of trial. But the regime 
did not let us do anything. We tried to call conventions. Mufti Sahib and 
myself went to Baluchistan. We went to Quetta and held a meeting there. We 
went to Zhob, where we were banished from the province and taken to Karachi. 
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That is how we were treated. Now people invite the Soviet ambassador to their 
meetings and ask him to make speeches. This has encouraged him to make 
irresponsible remarks in public. 


Afghans Are Our Brothers 


Now people, even those of the Muslim League, say that people from Afghanistan 
have always come to stay and the 3 million Afghan refugees are a burden on our 
economy. Some say the Afghans have ruined us. I say to them that the Afghans 
who came in the past came at your invitation to help you. They came with armed 
forces. But these Afghans have come as refugees because their homes were 
bombarded. There are women, children and old men among them. It is illogical 
to think that they are here to conquer our country. If they had any intention 
of settling in this country, they would not be living in camps in a wasteland. 
The government, under political pressure, tried to settle them in the Mianwali 
region, but they refused to settle there. This shows that they have not come 
here to stay. It is said that many of these refugees are miscreants. Why do 
they not list subversive acts committed by the refugees? You people are lovers 
of Islam and talk about the unity of the Muslims. Why do you not accept these 
homeless Afghans as a part of the Muslim nation? 


[Question] So you agree with the regime on its policy about the Afghans? 
[Answer] Who is talking about the regime's policy? It is my personal view. 
[Question] What attitude should we have towards Afghanistan? 


[Answer] First of all, these refugees should be allowed to go back to their 
own country and create a government of their own liking. We, as democratic 
people, should speak out in their favor. We want democracy for ourselves as 
well as for them. Not only Pakistan but a majority of Islamic countries, 
China, Yugoslavia, Romania, comnunists in Italy, communists in Japan--all 
demand the withdrawal of Soviet forces from Afghanistan. There was a time when 
Muslims used to speak in favor of Angolans and Mozambicans, who were 
non-Muslims; why should we not speak in favor of Afghans, who are our Muslim 
brothers and neighbors? 


American Intervention 


[Question] It is said that during the rule of the army, American influence has 
increased in the country. 


[Answer] This is something that only the administration knows. We are out of 
the government and cannot know the extent of American influence. One thing is 
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BAN ON POLITICAL NEWS DENOUNCED 
Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 17 May 84 p 5 


(Editorial: "And Now Zag"] 





LIKE every previous Govern- 
ment in Pakistan, the present 
regime has exhibited an exaggera- 
ted concern about the media, 
overestimating its capacity either 
to harm or help a cause lauded 
and supported by Authority. 
As a result, during Its near-seven 
years in office, no stable Press 
policy has been devised — despite 
much debate on Government- 
Press relations or the principles 
of Press freedom (seeking to 
encourage the growth of news- 
papers that are neither shackled 
nor responsible), and prolonged 
negotiations between representa- 
tives of the concerned Govern- 
ment departments and newspaper 
editors. Instead, a zig-zag course 
has been followed, ranging bet- 
ween the virtually complete 
freedom as enjoyed by the 
Press in the first few years of 
Pakistan’s emergence, and a 
blanket censorship with every 
line requiring the stamp of 
authority before publication. 
After the 1979 Pre-censorship 
Order was withdrawn gradually, 
hold on the reins was relaxed and 
ewspapers were soon permitted 
to write almost as they pleased 
and to publish lengthy interviews 
with political leaders or reports 
of the proceedings of special 
forums and seminars created as a 
substitute for the absent political 


platform. Thus, considerable 
attentic. was attracted to his- 
torical issues as well as matters 
of more current interest. In eager 
competition, leading newspapers 
provided a rich political diet, 
but before public interest could 
begin to decline through surfeit, 
the Government has considered 
it advisable to step in with the 
reminder that since political 
activity remains banned such 
elaborate coverage offends the 
relevant Martial Law Regulation. 
We see that after some months 
of zigging towards decontrol, 
Government has zagged with 
firm advice to the Press that the 
law must strictly be observed. 
At the same time, the Press 
and Publications Ordinance, held 
in abeyance for a long time, 
has been employed to ask a 
local Urdu weekly to make a 
deposit of Rs. 2,000 or suffer 
cancellation of its precious 
declaration. 


The sudden shift in policy 
has not been explained properly, 
although this was necessary in 
view of the more than tacit 
approval that had been given 
to the great debate. Nor 1s 
the timing of the action easy 
to understand, although one 
possible effect will be to create 
the unjustified impression that 
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the MRD in its Lahore con- 
fabulations had set out clear 
policies and plans. However, 
a federal Minister, now on a visit 
to London, has sought to justify 
the reversal of Government’s 
liberalization of its Press policy 
by saying that the backward 
step’s primary aim was to avoid 
a situation of confrontation 
between the politicians and the 
Government. Judging by what 
the country’s leading politicians 
have been saying or doing in 
recent months, and on the basis 
of the mild public response 
that they have elicited, there is 
little evidence to suggest that 
(without such restrictions on the 
Press) the politicians would have 
been willing or able to create a 
situation of confrontation. Nor is 
it easy to accept the Production 
Minister’s view that the country’s 
political leadership was inciting 
the people (presumably through 
the Press) to wage a violent 
struggle against the Government, 
and that this had to be stopped 
in order to carry out the plan 
envisaged in the CMLA-Presi- 
dent’s August 12 Declaration for 
the peaceful transfer of power. 
The Minister said further that 
in order to ensure the holding of 


peaceful elections, Government 


had to take action against the 
publication of political news. 
This last clarification will tend to 
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obfuscate the matter, particularly 
for the British audience he 
was addressing. In our country 
people are beginning to get used 
to hearing the theory that the 
democratic process can be set in 
motion without politica] issues 
being discussed, but the rest of 
the world cannot easily swallow 


* this momaly. The Minister roun- 


ded off his statement by saying 
that elections would be held 
in a few months, and that 
Government wanted to make 
them a real success with the 


- participation of “some political 


parties or elements.” This makes 
the confusion worse confounded, 
and may foster the misgiving 
that, if the Production Minister’s 
advice is accepted on political 
matters also, the projected elec- 
tions will not be free and fair. 
It seems reasonable to suggest, 
therefore, that on such important 
matters as control of the Press or 


natidnal elections, Government 


must work out its plans with a 
firmer sense of direction and 
choose its spokesmen with greater 
care. Further, it should be 
remembered that on both _. 
success of official policies is 
dependent wholly on popular 
approval, for in its absence 
neither the democratic process 
nor the national Press. can 
acquire the credibility that can 
make them meaningful 











REGIME'S ANTI-QADIANI POLICY SEEN AS POLITICAL EXPEDIENCY 


Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 10 May 84 p 9 


[Article by Ayaz Amir: 


[Text ] 


THE WALL of silence that has 
greeted the anti-Qadiani Ordinance has 
been complete, except for a few 
breaches here and there. The Pakistan 
National Party has deprecated the 
increasing intrusion of religion and 
fanaticism into everyday life, and 
voices of dissent have been raised by 
Aitzaz Ahsan and Nasim Wali Khan, 
but that is about all. Once intolerance 
in a traditional society is in full flood, 
few things can stand in its way. 

The merits of the latest decree are 
besides the point. The Qadianis, the 
Ahmedis and the Lahoris mzy deserve 
sulphur and brimstone for their 
heresy in the hereafter but that is 
for God to judge in heaven not for the 
conclaves like the one that assembled 
recently in Raja Bazar, Rawalpindi. 
A more hardened crowd could scarcely 
have been assembled nor more point- 
less oratory heard anywhere else. 
It is said that the followers of Sant 
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale are a 
fearsome tot. | can bet anything that 
many of my friends here would 
compare favourably with the best of 
them. 


More serious problems 


The Ahmedis are the Jews of 
modern-day Islam, reviled and abused 
by the professional agitator But I 
think the man in the street would 
leave them alone if the pontiffs of the 
faith would only let him. We face 
far more serious problems of bread 
and butter, sustenance and survival, 
to devote our best energies to com- 


"A Bedevilled Legacy"] 


bating dragons of our own invention, 
but that is the way the Mullah wants 
it. Keeping religious passions perpetu- 
ally on the boil serves his best interest. 
That is also sometimes the way socie- 
ties that have lost their sense of 
direction function. 

People normally passive are roused 
into action when they hear that the 
hated Americans have seized the 
Kaaba. No matter that it is only an 
unsubstantiated rumour. Assembling 
in the thousands, they converge on the 
American Embassy and set fire to it. 
Does that affect our relations with 
the Americans? Only momentarily. 
Common interests on the north-west 
frontier soon bring Islamabad and 
Washington closer than ever before. 


The followers of Ali, usually as 
supine as anybody else, rising briefly 
against the decree on Zakat and ushr 
set siege to the rising blocks of the 
Secretariat which are the very heart 
of the Central Government. The 
regime concedes a bit of ground 
and the crowds go back to their 
‘imambaras’. Does the episode make 
them question the basic tenets of the 
dispensation which gave rise to their 
disaffection in the first place? Not at 
all. Many Shia divines accept places 
in the Majlis-i-Shoora while others 
sink back into their normal state of 
dumb acceptance. 


Word sent forth 


The Sunnis who constitute the 
vast majority, the Sawad-i-Azam, feel 
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left out. What better way to get a 
piece of the action than to exploit 
an ever-handy issue? How can Islam 
prosper so long as the cancer eating 
into its vitals is not isolated and 
cut with the sharp knife of the true 
faith? So the word is sent forth that 
the places of worship where this 
cancer flourishes must be set alight 
and razed to the ground. The growl of 
hundreds of voices is heard throughout 
the Punjab. The regime had staked 
religion as its special ground. A chal- 
lenge on its own turf would threaten 
the central article of its legitimacy. 
It, therefore, concedes all the major 
demands of the Majlis-i-Amal, Tehrik-i- 
Tahafuzz,-i-Khatm-i-Nabuwwat. On 
pain of imprisonment and fine, no 
Ahmedi, Qadiani or Lahori will 
henceforth call himself a Muslim or 
cause his place of worship to be called 
a mosque. Nor, on pain of chastise- 
ment, will he henceforth preach 
or propagate his faith. The regime 
succeeds in its purpose. The people 
disperse, the crusade is averted, 
but not before it has delivered an- 
other blow at the Quaid’s concept of 
society. 

The Pakistan National Party may 
raise a forlorn cry in defence of the 
secular creed, but it is fighting a 
losing battle. The ulema have succeed- 
ed in confounding the meaning of 
secularism with apostasy. The regime 
has succeeded in depoliticising society. 
In this atmosphere, it is only natural 
that political advance should be 
replaced by dogmatic regression. Out- 
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hreaks such as the one we have just 
witnessed become not the exception 
but the rule. 


Hard to roll back 


Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan may be 
right when he says that the regime has 
outlived its natural span, but that 
is nO great consolation for its successor 
which will have to grapple with a 
bedevilled legacy. Once fanaticism is 
let loose it is difficult to roll it back. 
When the first Constituent Assembly 
began to meddle with the Quaid’s 
vision of a secular Pakistan, and 
passed the Objectives Resolution in 
1949, it could scarcely have realised 
the long-term consequences of its 
action. Nawabzada Sher Ali Khan 
coined the phrase the ‘ideology of 
Pakistan’ to serve the narrow interests 
of the Yahya regime. That regime 
ha§ gone but the phrase remains to 
torment specialists and laymen alike. 
Mr. Bhutto thought he could ride the 
tiger of untamed religion in 1974 
when he amended the Constitution to 
declare the Qadianis as non-Muslims. 
But the tiger was appeased only for a 
while. It had tasted blood and was to 
be tamed by no one. Playing to the 
religious gallery can. .0 a head in the 
summer of 1977. Much the same with 
the latest decree. Sooner or later, its 
framers will depart from the scene, 
but their handiwork which crowns an 
already imposing edifice of intolerance 
and hate will remain. Dismantling 
this edifice later will not be easy. 
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AHMADI EXPRESSES VIEWS, DEFENDS SECT 


Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 24 May 84 p 4 


[Letter to the Editor by Abu Al-Qasim, Lahore] 


[Text ] seen deans en. Ee Cs of the entire world are shown. Last year, 
a part of the Pakistani community and places of worship of the Ahmadis, built in 
they have the constitutional right to be some European cities, were also shown as 
heard. We talk about traditions of the ‘mosques’ because no mosque has ever been 
Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) built by any Muslim organisation in these 
and the style of government by the K hulfa-i- cities. Pakistan television should be careful 
Rashdin. They used to listen to the wd this year. In fact, in some countries in 
+d. Rawhedly ceath Gah @ ent a cae Europe, for example, in Denmark, Sweden, 
his heart Newspaper he ao Switzerland, West Germany and Spain, 
screamed: ‘Anti-islamic Activities of the the only ‘places of worship’ where Allah and 
Qadianis benned’ The Ahmadis used to say the Holy Prophet's name is remembered, 
the Azan. They ‘connect do so any | M recited and respected five times a day, 
meaning thereby that they can no 4 have been built by Ahmadis. If half the 
proclaim loudly that ‘Allah is the greatest money and effort used against Ahmadis in 
Allah is the greatest, | bear joo that Pakistan were to be utilised in Europe in a 
there is none worthy of worship save Allah positive manner, many mosques could be 
and | bear witness that Mohammad is a built. and many more people could be 
messenger of Allah... ° persuaded to embrace Islam. If the Ahmadis 

This is the sum and substance of Azan are a misdirected people then have a dialogue 
which the Ahmadis are no longer allowed with them instead of murdering them, 
to say. No Government official has ever burning their houses and places of worship. 
defined the other anti-Islamic activitiss in Islam is a religion of love and peace and 
which Ahmadis have been indulging After tolerance. 
ion clases an Pm ageoag The zealots say that the Ahmadis have 
national network. It was full of deroga- only two options. One of them is that they 
tory remarks and it distorted facts. Luckily, should become Muslims. However, no one 
most families in Pakistan have some contact ever tells them which of the 72 sects to 
with Ahmadis and they know that an choose, especially when adherents of each 
ce ae B pe gy — of these sects brand the others as heretics. 

i ers, fasti 

nage by my his Oible is yh, Ani In the end, I shall request that the name, 
Kaaba. Rabwah perhaps is the only city in ‘Ahmadi should be used to describe us and 
Pakistan where Namaz-i-Tahajjad is offered not Qadiani because a Qadiani may not 
in congregation. . necessarily be an Ahmadi. For example, 

Every year, a programme called ‘Ramzan Mr. Z.A. Suleri is a Qadiani, born and 
fil alam’ is shown on television during bred, but he is not an Ahmadi. 
Ramzan. Apart from other things, mosques 
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PAPER COMMENTS ON RELATIONS WITH INDIA 
GFO21348 Karachi MASHRIQ in Urdu 26 May 84 p 3 
[Editorial: "Progress in Pakistan-India Relations"] 


[Text] The joint communique issued after the talks held between the foreign 
ministers of Pakistan and India said that detailed talks were held on the 
nonaggression and friendship pact and there was coordination on various points 
of views by the parties concerned. The two sides also said that both govern- 
ments attach great importance to maintaining and promot’ 1g friendly and good- 
neighbourly relations with each other. The talks held in Islamabad proved 

to be productive. The next round of talks will be held in New Delhi from 
18-21 July. 


We are happy to note that the suspense which existed in talks on the nonaggres- 
sion and friendship pact between the two countries has been eliminated and 
furthermore not only has progress been made in the talks on this issue, but 

it has been arranged to continue these talks in the future. We think that 
there is no problem in bilateral relations which cannot be resolved through 


talks. The continuation of the talks in itself is considered a diplomatic 
victory. 


Unfortunately, past relations between Pakistan and India has been one of 
mistrust. Therefore, much more effort on the part of both sides will be 
needed to creat trust between the two countries. Since India is the largest 
country in the region, it would befit India to shoulder a greater share of 
the responsibility in this issue, and in order to win the trust of smaller 
countries, India will have to adopt an attitude ot broadmindedness. In 
regard to the nonaggression pact, India has been insisting on conditiors 
which are against the national sovereignty of Pakistan. Pakistan has made it 
clear to India that the nonaggression and friendship treaty should be concluded 
in such a form which is equally acceptable to both countries and one couatry 
should not be made to pay a higher price on such issues. 
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SAUDI DEFENSE TEAM TO VISIT PAKISTAN 
Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 27 May 84 p 12 


[Text] ISLAMABAD, May 26--The Saudi Arabian Government has agreed to send an 
official delegation to Pakistan after the month of Ramazan, to review modali- 
ties for increasing co-operation in the field of defence production between 
the two countries. 


This was disclosed by the Defence Minister, Mir Ali Ahmed Khan Talpur, while 
talking to newsmen after he returned here last night from a week-long visit 
Saudi Arabia as Head of an 1ll-member delegation. 


He said, co-operation in defence production will help to promote the already 
existing close relations between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. 


Replying to another question he said, the creation of an Islamic defence on 
the pattern of NATO will strengthen defence of Islamic countries. He said, 
during his stay in Saudi Arabia he also discussed this idea which received a 
strong support from that country. 


About the attacks on sea, transport in the Gulf, the Minister described the 
on going Iran-Iraq war as regrettable and called for an end to this conflict 
between two Islamic countries. 


Mr. Talpur described his visit as very successful during which he learnt a 
lot about the tremendous amount of development being undertaken in Saudi 
Arabia. He hoped that his visit would help to strengthen the existing 
between the two countries. 


The ll-member delegation led by the Defence Minister included Secretary De- 


fence Mr. Aftab Ahmed Khan and officials of Defence Production Division and 
Pakistan ordnance factories. 


CsO: 4600/595 


On 
ww 














RESTRICTIONS ON PRESS CRITICIZED 
Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 17 May 84 p 13 


[Text] THE BAN came in the form of Press Advice: a reminder to the Editors 
that such and such martial law order prohibits the publication of political 
news . 


From this week onwards one will have to listen to the BBC to find out what 
the freed political leaders were saying but only as much as the BBC thinks 
fit to broadcast. 


The Government move comes in the wake of Information Minister Raia Zafarul 


J 
Hay’s declaration in the Shoora that the Press was "completely free". 


It came after the Federal Cabinet on Monday (May 7) reviewed what a handout 
described as the "internal situation". The cabinet met for seven hours. Max- 
imum time was, however, taken up by discussion on measures for implementation 
of the process of Islamisation. 


The ban has come on the eve of the visit of the U.S. Vice-President. George 
Bush, the first high-level American leader to come to Pakistan afte: President 
Nixon's visit in 1969. It is to tell Bush that the regime will brook no dic- 
tation from Washington in the internal affairs and to tell the politicians at 
home that the relaxation of various rules and regulations and orcers was not 
due to any pressure from outside as had been hinted in some of the statements? 
President's Adviser on National Press, Overseas Pakistanis, Islamic Affairs, 
etc., Mr. Muazzam Ali, said in London on the same day that it was sad that 

the Press had to be advised to adopt a more responsible stand on national af- 
fairs. He was quoted as having expressed the hope that the newspapers shall 
fulfil their national obligation of promoting peace and stability in the coun- 
try and "refrain from becoming instruments in the hands of prophets of doom." 


An analysis of the statements made over the past year of the majority of poli- 
ticians, the Adviser is reported to have said, showed their negative approach 
to the problems of the country. 


The ban has been criticised by the leader of the working journalists, Minhaj 


Barna, and generally by intellectuals, lawyers and a cross section of the pop- 
ulation whose comments can't find a place in the newspaper columns. 
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FOREIGN DEBT: 





GRAVE CONCERNS VOICED 


PAKISTAN 


Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 24 May 84 pp 18-19, 28 


(Article by Shahid Kardar: 


(Text | 


WHILE a delighted Dr. Haq was 
informing us about the piomised 
Consortium loans of 1.8 billion 
US dollars as against the 1.6 billion 
dollars that he had asked for, the debt 
liability of every unborn child had 
risen by another Rs. 300 to Rs. 1,600. 
Is the surplus generated under the 
established order sufficient to meet 
this liability? If not, who will repay 
the outstanding liability (including this 
commitment of 1.8 billion dollars) 
of 11 billion US dollars? Who will 
finance Dr. Haq’s promised bonanza 
and the bid to reach the ever-elusive 
pot of gold at the end of the rainbow 

a self-reliant economy? 

This article attempts to examine 
the ability of domestic resources 
(including those generated by inter- 
national trade) to extinguish our 
debt liability and pave the way for 
the establishment of a self-reliant 
economy. Although, in principle, the 
quantum of the debt, USS1) billion. 
is not as discomforting as that faced 
by some of the Latin American 
countries, even a debt of this size 
poses a tormidable problem tor the 
national economy. 


Foreign capital 


It is accepted that countnes like 
Pakistan need capital and modern 
technology for development and for 
reduction of their economic depen- 
dence. So, paradoxically, to give 
impetus to the productive forces, 
they are driven, per force, to invite 
foreign capital. There is a school of 
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"Can Our Children Repay This Debt?"] 


thought which argues that this course 
is cherished and adopted because the 
existing order cannot release sufficient 
resources to perform this task, mainly 
because the narrow market, created 
by the highly inequitable distribution 
of income and assets, cannot produce 
a surplus large enough to finance the 
development effort. Foreign capital 
not only sucks up a large proportion 
of the domestically-generated surplus, 
but it also fosters and sustains mono- 
polistic structures and their hegemony 
over the domestic market. Therefore, 
the economic dependence being en- 
forced by foreign aid is conditioning 
domestic structures and institutions, 
the’ production pattern, form of 
capital accumulation, etc. 


Any serious examination of the 
debt burden must necessarily require 
an analysis of the sources of produc- 
tive capital formation needed to fund 
economic growth. There are three 


ways of financing a development 
programme: 
i) from domestically-generated sa- 
VINgS; 
ii) resources released by external 
trade; and 


iii) foreign aid 


The need for large doses of foreign 
aid arises principally because of 
inadequate resources generated either 
through lower consumption levels or 
through trade. So, let us analyse 


these sources and their relationship 
with the need for greater external 
assistance and borrowings. 














Domestically-generated savings 
and the investment-savings gap 


At the time of independence the 
Government had, at best, rudimentary 
administrative control over the fiscal 
Structure and revenue collections 
(which could also only boast of a 
small number of assessees) and needed 
foreign aid to finance budget deficits. 
A high proportion of these deficits 
were the outcome of unproductive 
expenditures’— general administration 
and defence. So, external debt rose 
without the creation of sufficient 
assets. 

The policy of the sixties to redistri- 
butes income in favour of the rich, 
who, it was claimed, had higher 
saving propensities, failed in the vac 
of productive capital formation — 
savings were very low and averaged 
around 10% of GNP right upto the 
seventies. 

Economic growth manifested itself 
in palatial houses, cars, TVs and goods 
requiring sophisticated capital inten- 
sive technology, and revealed itself 
embodied in specific technologies and 
skills, ill-suited to the country’s 
resource availability and development 
needs. 

Government savings are a crucial 
ingredient for the development effort. 
These depend on the existing tax 
structure and the quantum of the 
non-development expenditure, which 
in turn are shaped by the relative 
strengths of the pressure groups 
within the ruling elite. The fiscal 
sySiemi is unable to generate sutficient 
tax revenues because of structural 
defects (on account of a lop-sided 
revenue system — discussed further 
below), poor staff training and large- 
scale tax evasion. On the other hand, 
the non-development expenditure is 
extremely high and consumes over 
50% of tax revenues for general 
administration and defence. 

Even if taxes can be increased it 
will not necessarily brinty about an 
increase in domestic savings and 
investment. More often than not it 
serves only to increase Government 
consumption expenditure. The ex- 
perience of the late seventies confirms 
this. Development expenditure at 
constant prices fell whereas non- 
development expenditure increased at 
almost 10% per annum from 1977/78 
to 1979/80. 


The low levels of savings were 
(and are), therefore, inadequate not 
only to maintain the investment 
levels but also to accelerate the rate of 
growth. This failure to have a high 
domestic rate of savings has meant 
a continued reliance on external 
assistance to fill the investment- 
savings gap. In all the five-year Plans, 
over 40% of the public sector develop- 
ment programmes were financed by 
foreign loans. This large investment- 
savings gap, in an economy with 
inflexible capital-output and import- 
Output ratios, has made the economy 
more and more dependent on foreign 
capital inflows. 


Resources released by trade 
and the import-export gap 


Fven if sufficient domestic re- 
sources can be released they need 
to be in the form of internationally- 
acceptable currencies to meet the 
import needs of the economy for raw 
materials, capital goods and defence 
equipment (and, of course, the 
debt servicing requirements of the 
foreign loans negotiated in the past). 
Historically, imports have exceeded 
exports. Industrial growth requires an 
export sector to provide the foreign 
exchange needed to purchase the 
inputs employed by the industrial 
sector. So, the first consequence 
of this dependence is the need to 
preserve the traditional export sector, 
and this when faced by a highly 
inequitable distribution of income 
fails to enlarge the domestic market. 
Moreover, the bulk of the exported 
commodities suffer from low elasti- 
cities of supply and demand. Further- 
more, trading transactions are taking 
place in an international market 
controlled by the developed countries. 
Their hegemony tends to depress 
prices of developing country exports 
and to raise prices of the products of 
developed countries. 

Exports depend on, their nature, 


market shares, levels of productivity, 


cost structures, ability to compete 
ability to overcome a number of 
trade restrictions (tariff barriers, quota 
restrictions, etc.), marketing and 
other institutional barriers imposed 
by the developed countries. The latter, 
through their control over the inter. 
national lending agencies and worlc 














media, extol the virtues of a free 
market economy and constantly advise 


developing countries to only con- 


centrate on items, mainly primary 
commodities, in which they allegedly 
have a comparative advantage. Any 
gains from trade are offset by deterio- 
ration in the terms of trade (TOT) 
for primary cummodities because they 
are subjected to diminishing returns. 
Furthermore, technological change 
tends to replace various primary com- 
modities with synthetic equivalents. 
There is also sufficient empirical 
evidence to show that the contribution 
of primary commodity trade to growth 
is far less than that of manufactured 
exports, because the former suffers 
from the lack of linkage derivates and 
historically the colonial Powers had 
used them to transfer profits abroad. 
So, the import-export gap has also 
to be financed and we find that in 
Pakistan capital inflows as a percen- 
tage of imports averaged around 35%. 
Therefore, the need to fund and 
finance the investment-savings gap and 
the import-export gap leads us to an 
examination of foreign aid -— the 
source filling up the two gaps. 

i) Rationale of aid 


Aid allows us to carry out the 
following tasks: 


a) to finance the balance of pay- 
ments ‘(BOP) deficit as export 
proceeds cannot settle the import 
bill of raw materials and capital 
goods; 

b) to maintain higher levels of 
investment than would be permit- 
ted by domestic savings; 

c) to augment employment-genera- 
ting opportunities by permitting 
the necessary imports; and 

d) to keep inflation lower than 
what it might have been in the 
absence of foreign exchange requir- 
ed for imports. 


ii) Objectives of aid 


These can be listed down as 
follows: 


a) providing new markets for capi- 
tal goods industries in the West 
(especially through tied aid), there- 
by creating or maintaining employ- 
ment levels there — the related 
conditioning to a Western consump- 
tions-oriented value system that 
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holds anything from the West on a 
pedestal in comparison with local 
products; 

b) enabling control of the donors 
Over strategic raw materials and 
minerals — aid helping to resolve 
capitalism’s internal contradictions; 
c) serving as a tool to be employed 
for obtaining political leverage; and 
d) to counter ‘Communist incur- 
sions’ — Pakistan supposedly enjoys 
a strategic location. . 


As explained above, aid is intrinsi- 
cally linked to the donor’s foreign 


_ policy. Pakistas-has since 1951 receiv- 


ed heavy doses of US aid and has, 
therefore, been at the mercy of the 
US foreign policy. 

The Mutual Defence Assistance 
Agreement with the US gave the US 
Government the sole authority to 
determine the nature and extent of 
the military aid to be made available 
to Pakistan. At the same time, it 
imposed obligations On us to toe the 
US line. It also envisaged Pakistan’s 
role in the strategy to safeguard US 
interests in the Middle East and 
S. East Asia. Military aid strengthened 
the balance of forces in favour of the 
status quo and also-created a powerful 
pressure group which would appro- 
priate more and more resources for 
defence purposes. 

Over 60% of the aid received from 
the US from 1951 to 1958 was repay- 
able in rupees and was classified as 
PL-480 (Public Law 480). The price 
support system led to accumulation 
of grain stocks in the US and after the 
War there were hardly any foreign 
buyers — and selling the wheat sur- 
pluses in the open market would have 
forced prices down. PL-480 served the 
purpose well by providing grain to 
developing countries. The more inter- 
esting uses. of the US$270 million 
under PL-480 up to 1958 were 30% 
for military procurement, 11%. for 
providing loans to US concerns in 
Pakistan and to Pakistani firms engag- 
ed in marketing US goods, and 3% 
for the USIS for its propaganda 
activity in Pakistan. 

Even when under the Green Revo- 
lution self-sufficiency was claimed to 
have been attained, whcat was still 
being imported under PL-480 at 
rising prices; the price paid for it 
increased 2% times between 1971/72 














and 1974/75, and by this time interest 
rates had also gone up. Moreover, 
under PL-480 we were also required 
to buy cotton from the US which 
depressed the prices of domestic 
cotton. Imported grain through PL-480 
also buttressed the reactionary policies 
of the local elites, postponing, as long 
as it was possible, mass discontent at 
the horribly skewed distribution of 
assets and income. 


ili)Restrictions imposed by donor 
countries 


The creditor countries ensure that 
we are saddled with all sorts of restric- 
tions on the use of this ‘assistance’ 
either by tying them to specific 
projects Or to specific sources. The 
allocations are used largely to finance 
the investments of the donor countries 
and to subsidize foreign imports which 
compete with national products. This 
state of affairs contributes to dis- 
tortions in the nature of imports 
and the production structure thereby 
increasing the burden of foreign aid. 

A significant proportion of the 
total aid received is tied to the source 
— we have to purchase goods and 
services from the donors — giving them 
the incentive to charge prices appre- 
ciably higher than world prices. 

According to J. Bhagwati, during 
the sixties the real worth of aid was 
low — thanks to tied aid and increase 
in price levels in the donor countries. 
John Pincus estimated that the real 
value of aid accorded to developing 
countries during 1964-65 was 30-35% 
of its nominal value. Brecher and 
Abbas noted that in 1967 the real 
worth of aid to Pakistan was below 
60% of the aid received. Dr. Haq’s 
own study in the mid-sixties revealed 
that purchases under tied aid cost 
almost 55% more than what would 
have been required on the basis of the 
lowest tender bids. Also, under tied 
aid the technology may not be what is 
socially and economically desirable 
(the maintenance costs are high), 
and there is also the incentive for the 
donor to deliberately inflate the 
import content of the package. 

Tied aid being expensive not onl 
reduces the purchasing power of thi 
recipient but also restricts trade 
opportunities between the developing 
countries, thereby failing to minimise 


the adverse effect of poor foreign 
exchange earnings — one of the main 
reasons for providing aid. Conse- 
quently, it leads to a sub-optimal! 
allocation of scarce resources, being 
too capital and import intensive, 


and thus out of tune with domestic 


requirements and needs. The recipients 
cannot protest as refusal to accept 
such terms is not likely to result in 
any other form of aid. 

A large percentage of these funds 
are also routed back in the form of 
charges for ‘expert advice’. The 
Pakistan Times of June 11, 1961, 
charged that under this guise the US 
took back 50-60% of the total aid 
allocation. 

Most of the aid throughout the 
fifties and sixties earmarked for 
industrial growth was to be employed 
in consumer goods industries rather 
than in capital goods: it increased our 
capacity fpr ‘simple reproduction’ 
but mot ‘expanded reproduction’, 
thus failing to help in extricating us 
from our economic dependence 

So, the donor countries were 
(and are) not interested in creating 
conditions in which exports exceed 
imports of developing countries. thus 
making possible repayment of loans. 
Furthermore, some of the debt is 
contracted at floating interest rates 
and is subjected to the vagaries of 
economic conditions in the donor 
countries. Budget deficits to the tune 
of billions of dollars in the US force 
up interest rates — not only in the 
US and his means that we have to 
pay more on old debts; and all this 
because the Super-Powers are deter- 
mined to perpetuate the arms race. 

In the earlier part of this article, 
we tried to demonstrate that.’ the 
balance of forces and the vested inter- 
ests will make it indispensable (and 
even unavoidable) for the economy 
to be fed on foreign aid, thereby 
taking us further away from the goal 
of self-reliance. Let us now examine 
whether the economy is in a position 
to repay this debt and still maintain 
a high rate of growth or whether 
Paul Sweazy’s statement holds true 
that “debt, like drugs, is addictive - 
the more you borrow, the more you 
need to borrow.” 


Insufficiency of du. estic 
savings 
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In Pakistan savings (at around 10% 
of GNP) have historically been low as 
compared to even many developing 
countries, thanks mainly to_ large- 
scale smuggling of imported goods. 
high jnflation rates suffered by the 
economy and ostentatious living and 
display of wealth by the consumption- 
oriented elite. 

Public savings have also been low 
primarily because of 


a) the politically necessary direct 
subsidies for food, fertilizer, energy, 
etc. (in 1970/71 the subsidies 
amounted to Rs. 100 million as 
against Rs. 6,000 million by 1983. 
having doubled in the last five 
years), 

b) high levels of non-development 
expenditure because of defence and 
general administration, which con- 
sume over 50% of tax revenues; 

c) the failure to tax agriculture which 
despite constituting 30% of the 
GDP only contributes Rs. 220 
million to the exchequer (because 
of the lobbying power of the 
feudal aristocracy and the identity 
of interests with the absentee 
landlords from amongst the top 
ranks in the administration); 

d) the failure on the part of the 
Government to get to grips with 
large-scale tax evasion and the 
black economy; 

e) stagnation in recent years in the 
savings of public sector corpo- 
rations; and 
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f) the inelasticity of the existing tax 
structure (over 80% reliant on 
indirect taxation) to generate fur- 
ther revenues — especially con- 
sidering that import substitution ir 
reducing collections from impor 
taxes which contribute almost 459. 
of total tax revenues. 


*% 

The inelasticity of the tax structure 
is highlighted by the fact that changes 
in ‘GDP have not brought about 
proportional changes in tax revenue. 

During the seventies revenue from 
taxation increased to some extent due 
to new taxation (approximately 17%). 
After adjustment for this effect, 
lax revenue as a percentage of GDP 
fell from 13.7% in 1979/80 to 13% 
in 1981/82. This apart from reflecting 
on the narrowness of the tax base 
also indicates the extent of evasion. 

The problems presented by the 
debt servicing requirement are com- 
pounded when the cost of additional 
aid exceeds the return on the addi- 
tiona! investment financed from these 
disbursements. We have invested heavi- 


. ly in projects not properly costed or 


which are uneconomical in the long 
run: the actual returns have been 
below those anticipated at the time of 
obtaining the assistance. 

Therefore, the existing rate of 
domestic savings is inadequate to 
finance rapid growth or to release 
sufficient resources from current pro- 
duction for debt-servicing after meeting 
the non-development expenditure. 
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"CRISIS OF ILLITERACY' DISCUSSED 
Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 27 May 84 p 6 
[Editorial: "Crisis of Illiteracy"] 


[Text] As part of its plan to increase the literacy rate in the country the 
Government has decided that the students of the 10th, lst and 2nd year clas- 
ses will teach one illiterate person each during the summer vacation. The 
measure is to be implemented in co-operation with principals, headmasters and 
headmistresses in order to step up the mass literacy campaign. It constitutes 
one of the many schemes the Government has formulated to banish the curse of 
illiteracy from the country. The contours of the problem are well known. In 
the last 37 years the national literacy rate has inched up from a paltry 17 
to 26 per cent, which means that three out of every four Pakistanis are il- 
literate. The situation of the female population is worse. The literacy 
rate among women is 13 per cent--five per cent from those in the rural areas. 
Pakistan thus falls in the category of the least literate countries of the™ 
world. There are many reasons for this, but a chief one is that we have not 
spared sufficient resources for this vital sector. While some countries have 
been spending as much as 26 per cent of their annual budget on education, we 
have never allocated more than five per cent for the uplift of education. 

The Fifth Plan allocation was a mere 3.6 per cent. Lack of resources has 
meant lack of school buildings, lack of teachers and, above all, lack of in- 
centive for the pursuit of education. Nor can we ignore the sociological 
factor. There has been a general devaluation of education in the national 
scheme of things. Money occupies the pride of place in the current scale of 
values. The determinant of status in society is no more learning and scholar- 
ship but the possession of material wealth. For the average man, therefore, 
earning money is a more rewarding occupation than acquiring education. 


Nevertheless, any mass literacy measure must make a beginning with the allo- 
cation of more resources to the sector. This basic requirement the Govern- 
ment is fully cognizant of. The Sixth Plan has allocated seven per cent of 
its total funds for the education sector. The development budget for educa- 
tion has been raised to Rs. 1,975 crore, a three-folds rise as compared to 
the last plan. Out of this Rs. 700 crore will be spent on primary education. 
The Sixth Plan envisages an additional enrolment of 5.5 million children, 
pushing up the participation rate to 75 per cent as compared to the existing 
48 per cent. About 5,000 new primary schools will be opened while an equal 
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number will be upgraded. The moscue-school scheme will be further expanded 
by opening 40,000 new schools. Apart from the adult literacy programme, 
4,000 mass literacy centres will be set up all over the country. The objec- 
tive to be achieved through all this is a two-fold rise in the literacy rate. 


There can be no question about the official commitment to the cause of liter- 
acy. More funds than ever are now available. There is also no shortage of 
ideas and schemes. What will however ultimately matter is how well the funds 
are utilised and the schemes executed. For instance, a good part of the money 
that we invest in building schools training teachers and increasing the pri- 
mary-level enrolment is wasted because of the high drop-out rate: it is more 
than 50 per cent. What are we going to do to stop this drain in the future? 
There are two ways to stanch this endless educational bleeding. One, we must 
have a more functional primary-level syllabus for rural children; it should 
be relevant to the agrarian and vocational needs of the population of the 
areas in which the schools are located. It is only then that parents would 
find it worthwhile not to withdraw their children from school. Secondly, in 
view of the relatively low level of income in the villages the authorities 
concerned should be prepared to subsidise education in the countryside by 
providing books and stationery free of cost to students. It is equally im- 
portant to ensure that the number of schools planned to be built really come 
up and funds are not simply cornered by unscrupulous education department 
functionaries running ghost schools. There is a concomitant need to expand 
training facilities for teachers who will be needed in larger numbers to run 
the new schools. In the non-formal sector a good beginning has been made with 
the opening of mosque-schools. Forty thousand such schools are to be opened 
in the Sixth Plan period. This scheme can yield the desired result only if 
their wor eg is regularly monitored. For, there have been reports that in 
Many cases such schools exist only on paper. Non-formal education can take 
many forms. Allama Iqbal Open University and the use of school and college 
students to teach illiterate persons are only two examples. Another useful 
idea would be to set up a national literacy corps composed of unemployed edu- 
cated youth who should be paid a fixed monthly allowance to carry out a sus- 
tained literacy campaign in rural areas. The private sector too has a big 
role to play in the spread of education in the country. It is already doing 
a lot in this regard in the cities Given suitable incentives, it should be 
able to extend the scope of its activities to rural areas as well. 
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CONSUMERISM, OFFICIAL WASTE DENOUNCED 


Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 24 May 84 p 8 





[Article by "Linesman" in the "Between the Lines" column: 


Austerity" ] 


[Text ] 


IF THE LATEST directive-cum- 
appeal for ushering in an era of 
austerity is to be less barren than like 
official pleadings in the past, some- 
thing more than verbal admonition 
and argumentation will have to be 
employed as an earnest of the Govern- 
ment’s serious intent to eliminate 
waste — and, thereby, reduce want. 


Gen. Ziaul Haq lamented last week 
that for many years he had been 
stressing that functions organized by 
the Government or by private bodies 
should be simple, austere and dignified 
He went into great detail to suggest 
that such decorations as fine carpets 
and ornamental chairs were not 
necessary, and that as jong as the 
arena was clean and comfortable 
this was all that mattered. He also 
explained that food at such gatherings 
should: consist of small snacks and 
at ful) meals only one or two dishes 
He appealed once again to Governors, 
Ministers and senior officials to 
become the prime movers in the 
campaign for simple living. Over the 
decades, the people have heard much 
talk of simplicity and austerity, 
but no such campaign has ever taken 
off. The obvious reason for repeated 
failure is that example does not follow 
precept, and all the sermons about 
avoiding waste and ostentation are 
apparently meant only for those who 
anyhow cannot afford such displays. 
Then, most people conveniently make 
an exception of the entertainment with 


which they themselves were involved, 
leaving it to others to set a good 
precedent. This applies to Government 
functions as well as those organised 
by private bodies or individuals 


Simple remedy 


A beginning must be made. The 
Government should prove in practice 
that in this regard at least it really 
means business, and ifat it will not 
accept any excuses for violation of the 
Presidential directive. In the case of 
official functions, the remedy is 
simple. Whenever a Government func- 
tionary acts in breach of the rules 
lnid down. he should be put on the 
mat and made to pay the extra, 
improper expense — which must not 
pe charged to the exchequer. The same 
should apply to Government-controlled 
autonomous corporations As_ for 
functions by private Organizations_and 
persons, including marriages. where 
the austerity rules are disregarded, 
apart from possible action under the 
law, no-one holding a responsible 
position in Government or a public 
Organisation should attend such a 
function, and if they are caught 
unawares they should walk out saying 
why they are doing so. If this practice 
is adopted and followed honestly, 
it will not be very long before unneces- 
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Sary expenditure on such occasions 


is Cut down substantialiy 


M ad consumensm 


Such grossly wastetul expenditure 
can be regarded as immoral in a 
country like Pakistan with much of 


its population truly poverty-stricken 
and deprived of the main essentials of 
lite, and the Staie bending under the 
weight of escalating debts. There is 
something very wrong when moun- 
tains of food are served to hundreds 
of well-fed guests, under the glare of 
neon-lghts and the flash of tawdry 
decorations, while Broups of hungry, 
emaciated children or grown-ups from 
neighbouring slums line the roads to 
watch the guests arriving in imported 
limousines, as hundreds of servitors 
ready to offer trays of rich but un- 
healthy food. Seemingly, nobody 
stops to think that the cost of each 
such celebration could renovate a 
whole village or rehabilitate a katchi 
abadi or bring clean drinking water 
to a lakh of human beings. Nor is this 
waste just a social evil. Our way of 
life is a handicap tor national progress. 
Unless this mad consumerism can be 
curbed and the national rate of savings 
improved, Pakistan’s path to rational 
development will remain blocked 
What is more surprising, in recent 
years, with lots of people able to 
spend a lot of money, even functions 
that normally entailed no great cost 
have become occasions for lavish 





entertainment. For example, in the 
old days 1t was unheard of for debates 
or seminars to he held in five-star 
hotels, or for outstation invitees to 
be provided with lavish board and 
accommodation. Where does _ the 
money come from? There is no reason 
why the many public halls that grace a 
town like Lahore, and which are now 
crumbling because of misuse or lack of 
repairs, should not be renovated and 
rented out for appropriate occasions 
as was done in the past. And if it is 
argued that our people have been 
spoilt, and that they will not attend a 
seminar in a place like the Bradlaugh 
or the SPSK Hall, or that their 
brains begin to function only in the 
Intercontinental or Hilton with suit- 
able intervals for sumptuous meals, 
then it is hardly worthwhile calling 
such gatherings where genuine moti- 
vation is lacking and which only 
the specially-privileged can afford to 
convene. 
Reasons for supporting the auste- 
rity campaign do not requre 
repetition. The consequence of 
this race in lavish entertainment is 
waste, indebtedness, tax-evasion 
and other forms of corruption. It 
also offers an incentive to the lords 
of black money, the smugglers. 
the gun-runners and the narcotics 
exporters to find an avenue fo: 
displaying their ill-gotten gains 
Firm steps to Geal with a social 
menace — that often goes hand 
in hand with crime — would be of 
great benefit to the country and 
every honest citizen. 








PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


HURS TO FIGHT BANDITS--HYDERABAD, May 26--Pir Pagaro has directed his follow- 
ers to help the Government combat menace of dacoits in Sind. An anti-dacoit 
Hur Mujahid Force has already been created with the close co-operation of the 
provincial police to root out the menace of outlaws in the Province. The new- 
ly created force was manned by followers of Pir Shaib, including a number of 
educated people. The Government according to reliable sources has equipped 
the force with most modern weapons. The force was expected to launch major 
offensive against the outlaws shortly. Meanwhile, Larkana police have solved 
the mystery of six dead bodies found in a forest when they arrested one wan- 
ton killer. The other bandits involved in the murder are still at large. 
[Text] [Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 27 May 84 p 1] 
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